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On 16th DKwnter 1993 Uam Haftomen and Martin McMonagi* 
mt* found guilty on c hary of conapirocy to cauaa explosion*, 
conspiracy to alaai explosive* and poaaaoaion of a loaded Ikeerm. 
Tha Mai tootod lor thrao week*, undar maximum aacurtty. with wit- 
naaaaa appearing from both MB and tha Special Branch. Both man 
wart found guNty, Liam raoaivad a aantanca of twanty thro* year*, 
Martin twanty ftv# yaara. Tha two man war* accuaad of baing part 
of a thro* man INLA Activa Sorvica UnH (ASU) doapatchad to 
England to ataal aipioaiva* for a conaaquant mainland bombing 
canyn. Tha aipioaiva* war* to b* atoion from tha Waatbarry 
quarry In tomoraaL tha ah* of thair arraat In aarfy February 93 by 
ovar forty armadofftoara concaala d in and around tha quarry. 

Tha IMrd man aacapad. Attar initial confuaion N bacam* known 
that toey had boon aat up by a fourth man, tha toam*' IntoMganc* 
offlcor and MM agant Pat Oaly. MM had baan in control of to# opar- 
abon right from Ha Incaption. It bacam* known that tha INLA war* 
attar aiploaivaa and conaidartng raiding an Engliah quarry. MIS 
choaa Waatbarry. Thay providad Daly with map* and photograph* 
of tha quarry that war* paaaad onto tha INLA. Tha quarry had not 
oontainad axploaiv** for aavarai yaara; MIS providad aapioaivaa. 
Tha toam would naad Induatriai cutting gaar to opan tha axpiooiva* 
oontainar; MIS providad that (and Indaad took It bach and rapairad 


it whan It tumad out to ba faulty). On arrival in England tha toam 
would naad a car and a aofa houao; again MM providad boto. 

Tha car and tha houao war* ctoanad by a aeanetof-crtm# officer 
prior to thair uaa by tha loam, onauring good foranaic avidanc* 
could b* obtained. Tha home cam* with hidden extras; bug* in tha 

racruttod by tha SpacM Branch a* a to* In 1974. 
At that bma ha waa an activa member of tha Official IRA, involvad 
in funding, specifically armad rotaborta* and colaction of tha 
Official* unofficial building tax, tha Lump. Hi* partner during thi* 
period wa* Jim Flynn, lator aiacutod by iw INLA for hi* part In the 
WMng of ifU Chiof of Staff Saamu* Cootato. Daly waa arroatad for 
tarroriat raiatad acdvtb** and during hi* brief detention agreed to 
become an Informer. Hi* ftrat ragiatorad payment waa a bottt* of 
Scotch! Hi* Mat registered payment in lata *93 wa* a reaattlamant 
package worth £400,000. including a bonus of £40.000 if Liam and 
Martin raoaivad what MIS daecrtbed aa “good custodial aantanoaa n . 
Daly didn't consider himself a paid informant 1 , h* preterred to refer 
to Nmoelf a* an “agent". who raoaivad “partonai reimbursements" 
Ha was. In Me own word* “vary proud of whal I do.. .to ba part of a 

toam that had saved hundreds and hundred* of Kvoa". Hia handtor* 
record* reveal a dWtarant picture, tout of an alcohoOc, m oney gr a b¬ 


bing, aggraaslva and often irrationai tout Ha may have thought h* 

wa* Jama* Bond, but ha wa* daflnitoly more Qaorga Laaanby than 

Sean Connery. 

Daly first cam* to prominano* In December 1904. After tha coiapaa 
of to* Official*, h* had baan tasked to toftor a to tha «SP. He had 
(oinad the IRSP support group TOM (Troop* Out Movement) and 
the IBftG (Irish in Britain Represen tati on Group). aR of whom Da 
informed upon. Hi* touting wa* raaponaida for tha anaat of Jordan 
and Qrime* on 24th December 19B4. captured In to* vicinity of a 
bomb and a mercury tilt-awftch. Allegedly, the bomb had baan 
intended lor rawed SAB Cotonai Batoy. who had raoaivad a certain 
amount of attention whan on* of hia foot-patrols acci dentally wan¬ 
dered Into tha twanty six counba*. 

Daly had baan to* InleRigenc* offtoar for tha NLA operation, dri¬ 
ving to* unit to Belay'* house on aavarai occasions, and *uw dri¬ 
ving them Into to* countryside to taM-flr* a weapon. Al oltlili woe 
dona with the co nsent, knowledge and guidance of Special Branch. 
Law. at to* bma, dM not dtotats that to* Sacurtly Services had to 
disclose thair sources or Informers, so Daly remained hidden 
behind his operational codanama, Romeo. Despite tois, Daly dto 
not remain bayond suspicion, abhor from toe republican movement 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4. 
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SUSPECTS 


ANTI-FASCIST 
MILITANTS SLIP MI5 
NF.T IN OPERATION 
BLACKSHIRT BLUNDER! 


a landed bv MI5 m the madia aa Rad Acton member* Not to* 


In December 1992 Red Action (issue 
64). revealed the existence of 
Operation Blackshirt This is a state 
security run operation, designed to 
isolate and criminalise anb-fasasl mili¬ 
tants. The events surrounding the 
Welling March on the 16th of October, 
prove that this operation is ongoing, 
and. has intensified 
On February 4th 1994 police released 
video footage some filmed secretly 
and 80 photographs, and asked the 
public to "Identify the ringleaders” 
However, only four months earlier the 
police themselves had confidently 
identified the ringleaders, via the 
media to the public Then, significant 
arrests were expected within days, 
with swoops planned on the homes of 
the ringleaders of two hardcore mili¬ 
tant organisations. Red Action and 
Panther UK. Unlike the Trafalgar 
Square not when a rogues gallery 
was published within days, this time 
simply being involved wasn't sufficient 
provocation for a dawn raid. To qualify 


initially it appears it was necessary to 
have been rated • a pnme suspect • 
not as a result of. but in advance of 
the not. That seems to be the expla¬ 
nation for the delay In an attempt to 
justify the biggest Intelligence oper¬ 
ation ever 4 police had the 'arduous' 
task of trawling through 50 hours of 
video footage in an attempt to match 
the film of prime suspects videoed 
before the march, against footage of 
troublemakers videoed and pho¬ 
tographed during the not. Gradually it 
dawned on the security services that 
they had blundered Somehow, the 
named ringleaders had slipped the 
net 

Following the October 16th fiasco, the 
media made many references to the 
Poll Tax riots The principle allegation 
being, that the not was planned And 
indeed it was As was the Trafalgar 
Square extravaganza And the police 
planned it. And did so meticulously 
(See Red Action, no 56) For 
Welling, the established modus 


operand! was copied, to the letter, 
'..rarely cent riot hove been eo per- 
lectfy forecast; both sides knew exact¬ 
ly what was going to happen, prvetoe- 
ly where it would happen and give or 
take ten minutes at what time..." 
(Evening Standard (ES) 18/10/93.) 
The media were alerted only days 
before to the possibility of trouble by 
un-named * extremists * The flash¬ 
point’. was selected by the police and 
surveillance cameras duly erected. 
This is entirely sensible. You don't 
need cameras at some point where 
there will be no trouble Neither do 
you want trouble, at some other place 
where there is no camera. The exact 

»-^ iL a ‘HaaknAlwl 1 nisi a|a/\ 

location Of mo tiwnpoint. was aisu 
advertised on TV. that Friday night, 
just for good measure. In addition to 
its expectation, the riot, must be con¬ 
trolled. Controlled, to look like a riot 
that is. This requires that police 
appear outnumbered, and under sus¬ 
tained attack. The Buaion can be cre¬ 
ated by the deployment of insufficient 
otfioers to quel the dtslurbance' (At 
Trafalgar Square during the height of 
the riot, hundreds of police could be 
seen lounging around their carriers in 
Whitehall, drinking coffee.) On the day 
»i question, the 16th. all exits from the 
route of the march were blocked by 
pokes in fub riot gear There were on 
the day. 3000 police in reserve- 
fucked away behind almost every 
street comer (ES) Every street cor¬ 
ner tha! is. EXCEPT, at the 
designated flash point. The 
junction of Wickham Lane 
and Lodge Hill Here, “as the 
marchers approached, all that 


r 


route to the BNP bookshop 
was A LINE, of pokce officers 
in everyday uniform" Clearly 
no show of force that might 


act as a deterrent, a final 


effort to appease the conspir 


ators perhaps? Once the 


trouble, combusted, 'tome 


sticks were thrown' this 
police cordon strategically 
placed to prevent ‘a mas¬ 
sacre' looked a little vulnera¬ 
ble As the Standard' report¬ 
ed it. breathlessly, " the situ¬ 


ation looked desperate As 


commander Blenkin stood by the 
church, a airport group commander 
ran up to him: Tor God’s sake, sir, 
my lads are being paated there. 
You've got to bring more forward. " 
etc 

The Sunday papers were quick to 
draw comparison between ARA's 
peaceful approach and the ANL's vio¬ 
lent initiative. The same day Paul 
WBonson ITN’s resident expert on ter¬ 
rorism, was invited to comment, on a 
programme on Radio Four. He too 
praised ARA. and. al but exonerated- 
the ANL. According to him the event 
had been hijacked. A group called 
Red Action were mentioned. 
Castigated in the Sunday tabloids, for 
causing the violence, by Monday in a 
more reflective mood, made analysis 
suggested they the ANL may in fact 
have been its victim infiltrator*’, it 
was decided were to blame There 
was tali of IRA styte balaclavas' In 
the same week. Red Action were 
mentioned in connection with low 
level terrorism'. According to one 
newspaper, 'when Julia Waterston 
chief steward of the Welling march 
was told of one notorious group, said 
by Special Branch to have been 
involved, she said, "My Qod, I wish 
they had told USI" Other papers 
picked up the theme; police are 
adamant that the march was tofiltraled 
and group6 such as Red Action and 
Panther UK are said to have turned 
up . Onoe the tail was firmly pinned on 
the donkey there was a fub hue and 
cry. The London Evening Standard 




Atom* Khan JUW Wawraton cM ftoweid at»» 
Waang match wa* kM at on* raMM gm*> 
•aid to Spaae Branch to have bam nvotoed. 
am tod. ■** Qod i men tar ***** usr 


To toe were today planning a series 
a swoops on the homes a ring lead¬ 
ers of the rniktant groups behind the 
worst violence on the streets of 
London since the Poll Tax nots.' 

It went on to reveal that this was toe 
biggest intelligence operator) earned 
out by pokes lor a demo, with under¬ 
cover work earned out by MIS and 
Special Branch 

For the first bme special cokes units 


Panther UK and Red Action This 
admission that 'Individuals' were 
videoed BEFORE the violence, unwit¬ 
ting revetoed tw tUng 1 «<e nature of 
the operation. It means that the vio¬ 
lence was planned, and two fiat apectf- 
ic todMduals were targeted in advance, 
to take toe rap for t Askrtahin^y. only 
two days later the same paper could 
oonflrm that tie oonepkicy, at least tie 
version they wanted to promote did 
todeed exist. The final pieoe in toe jig¬ 
saw In a ful page artefe It announced 

MOMOUAL IffT Wtt eXTSiMST QftOUPS AM 
FUMMNO TO UMTS AND. KOA* FXAMOMi 
NOT* MAT FOLLOW 

...Extremist Left-wing and anarchist 
groups who sparked Saturday's riot 
are now preparing to work together lor 
the first bme. at We»ng. groips like 
Class War, Red Action, and Panther 
CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE. 


WHERE FOR ART THOU ROMEO? 


Armed with bottle, MI5 agent Pat Daly 
attacks photographer at a prisoners 
social. London 1988. Having accused 
him of being a Special Branch informer! 
















Why I Left The SWP 
oinea Red Action 


DAVE 

l(\ k r« n 1 i° |ntd tbA 

\/\/Socialist Workers 
V ¥ Party in 1983 it 
seemed toe logical fxng to do 
I was an active member of a 
blue collar union, and I had 
coma to realise through my 
own experience toat nekhertoe 
trada unions nor th# Labour 
Party had anytang to otter my 

dess in Ns long term struggle ^ „_^ 

against capitalism I had thair politics exclusively from n toe SWP _ sab°n » at « praparad to pu 

become a revolutionary and sw publications Because of la Ham onace- 

joined what appeared to be toe | remained in the SWP for damic intellectuals and| ita toan *"<* 

only party tost fitted my bifl : N seven years despite the 
did not too* towards Russia 


Battersea Power Station This 
occurred juat after a counter- 
demonstration against the 


I remained in the SWP for demtc intellectuals anu ns w^nsh march *1 April 

,•» m.1 .v.ry V'lom*** J cJZ^wy 


Ns inepiraKon and N claimed to ancee between myself and toe 
put the working class at the organisation would crop up 
oentre of Ns politics Some of these differences 

N was the following year, with appeared to be minor ones 
the advent cl tte miners’strike Put together they amounted 
that I had my first disagree- to tie fact that aa a free-tNnk- 
ment of any significance with ^ socialist of unskied work- 
the party. The disagreement mg dess origins. I did not fit 
was significant because it the framework of a party 
effected activity, rather than that In effect tafced more pod- 
being a fine political point. I tics than it enacted 
believed toat to supplement the The party was stow in read- 
mass picketing that the NUM ing t0 the miners’ strike, the 
were mvohed in. N would have pod tax campaign and the 
been useful to have some po** of faadem; it contone 
covert adivity, based on the a social snobbery that results 
burning of coal slocks and the m a position that says theatre 
attacking of police transport I ^ a oitural value, but work 
did not suggest such squads 
that would be needed tor such 
a task should replace mass 

picketing, although my position 

was caricatured as such. 

I should have realised at the 
time that the caricature of my 
position indicated a weakness 
in theirs • an inability to counter 


1 ? Jam** 

^ " . 

, v a ** 4 . r r. 

> : Secl. - v 


us with thee presence 
On the second matter I have 
often heard toe view expressed 
from toe SWP that Then m no 

__ class In tha evolutionary 

Chns Bambery led a group of party * Suralyttoymaant 
around 100 'There* no woriangdml The 
8WP/ANL mem- party was ful of cortearfidlons 
bars away from toe toat toey toou^N ddnl matter 
site of the counter- Contradictions would be evi- 
demo and through dent in the name given to the 



some backstreets 
(In true equeddiet’ 

fashion!!) to con¬ 
front the Nazis at 
Pimlico under¬ 
ground station 
When we ‘stum¬ 
bled’ upon the 
coach the majority 
of the ANl. includ¬ 
ing Bambery. 
stayed on the pave¬ 
ment content in waving their 


ing ctau .port, do not: it. If the SWP is the socialist alternative to — 

“!“ J"? the Labour Party, then Red Action is the at tKk»d me coecti and * 

revolutionary alternative to the SWP - - 

PAUL 


becoming a revolutionary party 
Tony Cliffs desire to mould the 
party as Lenin did the 




it a not. in fad. a revolutionary 
party but a party that must 
remain within the law to 
accommodate its growth and 
paper sales 

in meirs • an mammy » cwnw Eventually there had to be a pany ■» 
my argument with a properly par tmg of the ways. Having Bolsheviks means that the 
thought out reply Looking back gangly accepted the party ideal of a workers party led by 

it was clear that we would ^ regarding the miners stnke workers is off the agenda 

inevitably have differences of afX j having operated indepen- Lend s bastardisation of Marx 
approach What should not h pently of the party dunng the has been completed by Cliff 
— uiac th« p^| campaign, I could not Rad Action's desire to retrieve 

possibly accept their mdrffer- Marx from the lenimsts and 
ence to the growing street neo-trotskyists is the result of 
Ktivity o* th, Bntah National •^£“■*•■”5 

Party working class organisation oi suawsed ‘herd 

Long before the relaunch of toe the class, by toe dass^ for toe ch^eJmSsTsaying 

Anti-Nazi League, members of class Its origins and social m,n Lnns oamDery u 


ave been inevitable was the 
dishonest way that my argu¬ 
ments were countered 
Over the years the differences 
would crop up quite frequently 
At various txnes I was labelled 

s queddist, ‘workerist or fust unyu«, ww, v, 

tagged as argumentative’ The the SWP were betog physcaky 
labels were always invented by attacked and hospitalised by 


majority of their branch struc¬ 
ture - The Socialist Workers 
Student Society The SWP has 
always orientated itself towards 

students but never more so 
than in toe ‘80s after the per¬ 
spective of the Downturn' had 
been accepted as if written in a 
tablet of stone 

They would never accept that 
their lack of working class 
members may wefl have had 
much to do with their lack of 
any influence in the politics of 

___ the working class and thus 

^ Endows were broken causmg their celebrated dowrv 
The skinheads dtonl took that turn’ and the election of the 
perturbed Given the fact that Thatcher government Surely 
the riot cops were stuck m the workers in strug^e are begin- 
- same traffic jam half a mile nlng to question analyses of 

| ‘ve been at venous times down the road and that rt was a poMcs given to toem by midde 
a member of the SWP f u || jo minutes before they dess people and don’t want to 
Firstty from 1986 to 1909 cached ua a tot more damage be told by academics and stu- 
and then at the time of the GuN cou m have been done I was dents as to how they can Win 
War *11990-91 The final straw ^ for hauling toe skins off the the struggle 
came lor me during the Gulf coach and throwing toem in toe The SWP say they are a revo- 
War I resented very much toe Thames!]) luttonary party and tous aim to 

dishonesty being displayed by 
the SWP leadership to the 
many young members joining 


an academic intellectual and 
then used by comrades who 
had read nothing outside of 
SWP publications and simply 
deferred to their political ‘supe¬ 
riors'. 

The label workertst was pos¬ 
sibly the most pathetic I was 
gwen this by tonvust epigones 
simply because I wanted more 
of the party's energy and 
resources put into recruiting 


fascists The party made no 
attempt to let other comrades 
know of the attacks 
Consequently, no security 
measures were taken and 
more paper sales attacked 
When I tned to inform mem¬ 
bers of the dangers I was told 


composition means that it is 
not capable of toe same weak- 
kneed approach to militant 
activity that charactenses the 
SWP Because its entire 
organisation is class-based 


man' Chris Bambery saying 
that the Iraqi army would be 
able to handto toe aktos easily 

and that militarily the conflict 
would be no “cake walk" tor 


U A Ithou 

Z\swp 

Hyten 


lubonary party and tous aim to 
lead the workers into socialist 
revolution. This will definitely 
involve armed confrontation 


MICK 

involve arrow wnnwiwuwn 
ithough joining the wit b the state. An important 
cum aye-opener for me was the 

amount of time they devoted to 


L SWP around eight 
kyears after several of 
__j founding members of RA 
did so. I feN that many of my 
experiences were similar to 
those detailed in toe pamphlet. 
“\¥aAra Rad Action". 
initially, the SWP seemed to 
have all the answers. You'd 


quality and resolve of their 
membership - matters such as 
tascam and Ireland 
At a students union meeting on 

Ireland I put forward the not 
unreasonable suggestion that 


On another occasion the then 

o^am^n .. c.«ss-o.sea ^ ^ ^ - uewwwe. -w— 

Maddy Cooper, stood up and look forward to reading the pam*» two undercover British 
announced that the SWP was paper every week and uaing N agents, having driven speedrty 
SCS that IS shared by me enure ^ Uwvw aMCt bui was the to enoaoe in arguments with ^ a funeral cortege for peo- 


. —. .— -v no longer a sect but was the to engage in arguments with ^ a IurW T«. W myi^ 

bars of the dangers I was told left. TW8 means in reel terns ^ ^ ^ thoM who ha(d your 0 ld p,e who were killed during a 

toe fascists were not a senous that bAC ^*** r * that penod (early 1991) coukj retormtet' views. There was a loyalist attack on a previous 

threat, ttwe was no increase n class m leadership and mem- 1t 18" ia. a pre fivolu- sense of having a better under ‘ -- 

.standmg of aN political issues 


w. .... r —- - - •/ - - activity and no response was Je^V *• ,b ® ttonary situation When I voiced sian«ng ui mm - summary 

resources put into recruiting required When I turned up to the class unlike^the dilettante _ w9r m , s ^ of even compered with other ’rev- expect to get 

workers to the organisation confront the fascists with non- lecturers who know ua from ^ _, misn1 , was treated as oiutionary' parties students pre 

instead of toe ludicrous srtua- comrades I was ndicuted books and third-hand conver- -. — 

toon where pnonty was put on for macho posturing by people sations 
recruiting students This whose skulls I had probably The established left in this 
seemed ridiculous to me. not helped save country, inducing the so-caked 

a I was anti-student as The party's dwhonesty over the revolutionary left, a bankrupt. “ 
of these hypocrites mcmased activity ol organised has notteng to offer the work* 


___ Many of the comrades’prided 

I left toe party in rmd-1991 but themselves on being commit- 
last year got involved in the ted revolutionaries and 
Anti-Nazi League but quickly although early on I was 


funeral, deserved what they got 
• summary execution. You 
from Tory 
students present • you don’t 
expect the Yevokitlonery van¬ 
guard’ to visibly squirm in front 
of you. abstain on the subse¬ 
quent vote to expel you from 


some 
claimed but because a 


helped *«ve^__ courmyjncMw Leagua bu t qu^kly although early on I was q^t vote to expel you Iron 

^ pa ^ S ^°!f y got dttiusioned as being stuck impressed by their ability to me meeting tor “Intteiidetton 

►ocntes increased acfhnty of organised behind police barriers and wav- chum out a perspective on the and then threaten to expel you 

AK),k *7 fascists was matched by the class and jnfl thosa stup , d •lollipops' Sandlnistas. I learnt more if you cou ld not -maintain 


--- --- iwvww "»* -/ - — - -- - - mn those StUDld ‘lollloops oanoini»i«», i i»on», mwi* n ynij couio noi memiain 

party rteeded to contain cons^ bureaucratic manner m which knowsthat. wasn't my idea of effectively about their revolutionary ere- yourrevolutlonarydlsci- 

erably more blue collar and 1ha ANL was eventually socialism is being dragged fKtAn ^ fa L 18m dentists in their reaction to a ppne" future' 

unskilled members than the ra i au nched There are no torough ^mu^^ Labou ^ <junng two rrwiute speech I made on a Further, on the question of 

SW did before it could justify branches and therefore no Party and the Socialist Workers me uny werany y : - 

-“ —voces to be heard other than Party alike. The idea of the 

those of the SWP top table working class taking and 


that name My being labelled 
as a ‘workeefat’ was another 
example of the dishonesty of 
their disagreement with my 


my’toneVthe ANL was whenl place not a safe 8.000 mites 
i part of a group of activists away, but just across the Insh 


erately tight because of the been de_alt a blow by these BNp bonehaads who were ment in the SWP on three , tc(urtd , n support of 

f®ar°< mer^ Peopte stuck in a traffic jam on the related matters. The attitude of Femamsm three days after an 

join toe ANL andjhe SWP to y nu,nA ° . r9 * n ‘ gat . l ??.! h !!.!! Qrosvenor Road on the bank deference displayed by the axp iosion in London when 

of the Thames opposite membership to the Central "Londoners ware stiM thlrtey 

Committee, and somethmg that fa fenlan Mood" How many 

_ in tha nnnniilt -t puid .ia in 


Ireland I began to read a book 
caked “A History of the Irish 
Working Class" and was 


The party, while espousing the 
centrality of the working class, 
actually avoided excessive 
contact with the class because 
of the ‘down turn' Instead, 
since it was easier to recruit 
students they sent us to the 
colleges to do our recruiting. 


fight fascism and then discover 
that the party is not prepared to 
do so unless it can resuN in 
increased membership. 

With Rad Action a genuine 
working class organisation, 
based on activity, to the left of 


attempting to rescue Marx from 
Lenin and it »the onty orgarv- 


wivyvo tv WV ww. ..y UttMJU un KWliy, 

Paradoxically they claimed N puty, the SWP 

In «h>a than M tuac .. . ^_j__ i. 


was harder to this than rt was 
to recruit workers' 

In the meantime I had to be 
politically isolated from other 
members of my branch. This 
was usuaky done by the carica¬ 
turing of any position I held 
Because I had no formal edu¬ 
cation beyond ’O’ levels my 


that if they do not keep a light 
grip then members w« run with 
an organisation that is pre¬ 
pared to fight the fascists. 
Individuals already peel away 
from the SW to run with Rad 
Action or AFA tor specific 
events and if the SW do not 
dekver on action this trend may 


uauviI MJW'U v/ "'I oexver CXi acuun UTO WWW may 

arguments did not carry the well continue with long term 
same weight amongst the — 


the college lecturer who was 
the driving force behind the 
attempts to isolate me. A fur¬ 
ther irony to this was the fact 
that I was one of the moat eru¬ 
dite members of the branch, 
the other comrades getting 



was given in the opposite 0 | $WP would turn up to 
deection. toe perspective of the such • meetxig these days'? 

^—.. ,h * ,h-t • bought a oopy of the “St a rry 


downturn and the view that 
-there te no dees in the rev- 
otudonary party". 

The first matter was clearly 
illustrated when the weekly 
meetings were held. The per 


Plough" (paper ol toe IRSP) 
which solicited the support of 
all British revolutionary 
movements' (two groups 
rapked. one of which was Rad 


eon selected to be the speaker 4cffon) concerning speaking 
would be pointed to the role- rights where Sinn Fein speak- 


With no real activity outside oI _ 

rw'X’ “the Iraqi army would be able to handle 
y? the allies easily and that militarily the con- mg «■» tm ow n# io yb ngkxnwNrtonai Front » 

po«ics aitogrtw m «utuaity flirt would be no “cake walk” for the ^^Lno Jt!t» own m, 

the case with working class A . n 

people who have done a stint Americans. 


vant pamphlet or book written 
by a member of the Central 
Committee A 'good member' 
of the SWP is toe one who has 
acquainted themselves with 
mod of these pamphlets. Any 
difficult questions put to the 
speaker by the pubfcc would be 
answered on toe spot by theee 


ers were present. This made 
me aware not only of the 
esteem in which toe SWP held 
armed Irish revokNtonariee but 
also of the qualities of Rad 
Action, who up until then. I 
had been reliably informed, 
were just a bunch of rad fas¬ 
cists who drove around in a 


I was mat wwiv w 
party ladder by energetical¬ 
ly intervening with the party kne 
anytime toe leadership graced 
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A ND - THE UGLY 


LATEST SCORE.,. 

Dear Red Action 

We ask you to print this correc¬ 
tion to ‘Rebels Without 
Applause' (Red Action issue no 
66) In this article about the 
banned James Connolly 
Memorial March In Edinburgh 
you falsely stated that, ‘the 
course of action proposed by 
the Scottish Republican Forum, 
was to lobby the Trades Council 
m the hope that they might sub¬ 
mit the application lor the march 
In doing so it was hoped by 


dimension, this might make the 
event, with regard to the atrfhon- 


The possibility ot getting 
Edinburgh Trades Council to 
submit the application tor the 
march was proposed on two 
occasions, neither by ourselves 
The first occasion it was raised 
by a SWP member at the James 
Connolly Day School you men¬ 
tion in your article On the sec 
ond occasion it was aired as a 
possibility by a member of the 
James Connolly Society at a 
later March Organising 
Committee meeting 
On the second occasion when 
the possibility was mentioned at 
a March Organising Commrtlee 
the SRF said that a letter to the 
Trades Council would not be 
enough to win their support 
Delegates would need to be 
mobilised and the Trades 
Council meeting at which the 
issue was to be raised would 
need to be lobbied Naturally the 
SRF continued to give full sup 
port for the march, whether 
banned or not 

The year when the ban was suc¬ 
cessfully defied, six of the people 
we brought along to the march 
were arrested and charged 
In the interests of solidarity with 
all those arrested on the day. we 
call on you to pnnt this letter of 


Sandnistas then you support it xi 
Ireland 

Many people and groups on the 
British left have spent years 
building a dialogue with Sinn 
Fern and other republicans, from 
Ken Livingstone as leader of the 
GLC down to a local Labour 
councillor in my ward in 
Lewisham shanng a platform at a 
public meeting m New Cross w*h 
a Sinn Fein councillor During 
this time, most of Rad Actions 
sokdanty has composed of what 
many would call adventurism 
with the IRSP Fair enough com¬ 
rades. we have a difference of 
perspective but to he about your 
opponents and presume every¬ 
one on the revolutionary left has 
the pro-imperialist orientation of 
the Socialist Workers Party is 
just part of the hober than thou, 
no one likes us attitude that 
opponents of Rad Action so like 
to conjure up 

Groups Wiethe old WRP and the 
present SWP retain their mem 
bership by lying about what their 
opponents stand for this is not a 
Marxist method of working Rad 
Action has shown what a valu¬ 
able contribution it can make to 
the united front by its work in 
Anti-Fascist Action There is no 
reason why the same attitude 
cannot be taken m anti-imperial¬ 
ist and pro-republican activities 
“No one likes us' is a chant from 
my nearest football terraces at 
Miliwall. not a Marxist political 
perspective 
In comradeshp 
Kevin Flack 
London 


Yours fraternally. 

Richard Cameron 
Scottish Republican Forum 

nepry. 

Whit* we are prepared to con- 

IflWie WWW WWW ear wwrr 

cede that we may have been 
misinformed In regard to your 
first point, we have checked 
with the JCS and they categor¬ 
ically deny that the issue of 
the involvement of the Trades 
Council was ever raised by a 
member of the JCS. In addition 
It has also come to light that of 
the six people you brought to 


In the first place it was not 
'our' project. The march was 
called by the James Connolly 
Society In anticipation of a 
continuance of a council ban 
from *92 and in defiance of the 
law. As regards our obses¬ 
sion, RA was one of the few to 
report H and probably the only 
paper to analyse K 
You Insist that RA cannot 
combine Its activities in 
Edinburgh- "which all social¬ 
ists should support”, • with 
"ludicrous statements, that 
the entire Trot left are da facto 


have no formal link with your 
organisation. Two - one. 

TAKING FLACK 

Dear Rad Action 
There is always something 
depressing about reading left 
wing journals that are obsessed 
with their own small projects 
Reading the last two issues of 
RA and the prominence given to 
the Connolly march m Edinburgh 
perpetuated the Fair enough, if 
Rad Action sees the as its con¬ 
tribution to the Irish struggle But 
it cannot combme its activities m 
Edinburgh -which all socialists 
should support - with ludicrous 
statements such as that on page 
3 ofthe last issue that The entire 
trotskyite (sic) left united with 
bourgeoe parliamentarians in a 
fierce condemnation of the Irish 
Republican Army* over the 
Wamngton bombings 
Even reformist Trotskyist publi¬ 
cations such as ‘Sociakst Action' 
<M not condemn the bombings, 
in -Labour Bnehng" which I sup¬ 
port. we debated the very issue 
of whether the left can pick out 
‘good or bad bombs' as pointed 
out in your edttonal Of course 
you can't. You either support the 
armed struggle against imperial 
ism or you don't H you support it 
for the ANC. for the PLO and the 


Our attitude to anti-imperial 
Ism Is precisely the same as 
the approach to anti-fascist 
work, the only difference being 
that the issue of the war in 
Ireland is perhaps, marginally, 
even more difficult terrain. In 
your defence of the left you 
provide three not so recent 
tiamolH of imoeccebie revo- 
lutionary endeavour; (a)The 
fact that Socialist Action did 
not condemn the bombings, 
(are we to surmise from this 
that they actually support the 
bombings?) (b) an Internal 
debate within your own outfit 
Labour Briefing, which con¬ 
cluded that to be consistent if 
armed struggle Is supported In 
Africa, Palestine and 
Nicaragua then N must be sup¬ 
ported In Ireland. (This after a 
quarter of a century of armed 
struggle!) (c)A Lewisham 
councillor sharing a platform 


of Sinn Fein In a pub In New 
Croesi And you say we re the 


small projects?! So after you 
had discussed the Issue pri¬ 
vately,what did this prompt 
Labour Briefing to do pub¬ 
licly? Clearly you did not fol¬ 
low your own advica. lest It 
should end in obsessive 


we <5660. THE BAB 


Dear Rad Action 

|l reafty can! understand why your newspaper, which ts hrmty anti¬ 
fascist which puts the fight against fascism at ns centre and which 
has no bme for the petty utopian cnas of toe lefties, should devote 2 
pages to praising people who were, objectively axkng fascism' I'm 
talking about the article on Spam where you study the activities of 
the anarchots and trots and where you crWcma the commifvsts 
My port, m this letter, is to say that the communists had a dear 
anti fascist perspective and was. nghtly. determined to present unity 
the face of the fascists and not have the anti-fascist war under 
mmed by those that Franco considered to be Us Nth column 
The article says that in 36, 25.000 of the party's members were 
rmddte dass lefts • that's just 10% • i.e. i was 90°. wortung 
dass and peasant" And if the party protected smallholders 
was to ensure th» vital abance of worker and peasant in the anti¬ 
fascist war Many of the things for which the article criticises the 
party has to be understood r this context of a war agamst fascism 
For example, the party converted the arms lactones from workers 
control to state control Likewise with the (ksarmmg of political fac¬ 
tions m Barcelona surely the arms would be better used at the 
front shooting fascists 1 What the aitide doesn't mention «the enor¬ 
mous contribution of the communists • the arms supplies and mili¬ 
tary volunteers from the Soviet Union Fascism would have taken 
Spam m months had it not been lor the Communist movement m 
Spam and internationally 
As tor the anti-republican insurrection ftseit - we can see what hap¬ 
pened from your article the anarchist/trotskyist groups used their 
weapons against the legitimate government m an attempted coup 
that had no support m republican Spam and very little support m 
Barcelona ft was an insurrection that could only weaken the anti¬ 
fascist forces, and I am shocked that you seem to condemn the 
communists for threatening to execute deserters who wished to flee 
the anti-fascist front to fight m Barcelona, such people would have 
deserved all they got at the hands of genuine working class anti-fas¬ 
cist fighters 

The majority of the Spanish people chose to follow such heroic 
leadership Their fight against fascism and for European peace 
could only be undermined by Trotskyist and anarchist adventures 
Surely we should not gionty such treachery 1 Perhaps the attitude of 
the article would have been different if at Waterloo, some lefty group 
had turned up claimed to be anti-nazi and then, m the midst of the 
battle against the nans attempted fo physically attack AFA and RA 
fighters 7 ' That is what happened m Spam 
Yours m anti-fascist solidarity 
SM (Communist Action) London 
RA REPLY: 

1. (a) SM suggests that 90% of the communist party 
ship consisted of workers and peasants In fact 76,000 of the 
peasants • almost a third of the entire membership • 
peasant proprietors as distinct from agricultural workers. 

2 SM talks of the worker-peasant alliance as if the peasant 
proprietors represented a progressive force in rural areas 
There were two social forces in these areas; the 
themselves, and the far more numerous agricultural workers 
who after the revolution, formed the village committees and 
co-operatives, to work the land collectively, in this context, the 
peasant proprietors were a counter-revolutionary force 
Realising that the communist party represented a return to the 
conditions of the bourgeois republic, they swarmed to it in 


3. The communists replaced worker s management and con¬ 
trol by state controlled capitalism, not state capitalism Pr 
ownership continued or was restored. 

4 As to the fighting during the May days SM tries to make out 
that it was a band of fascist sympathisers and saboteurs 
organised in the CNT and the POUM that fought the commu¬ 
nist controlled police (the same police that fought against the 
republican forces in July 1936). As the article strenuously 
makes clear, every eye-witness and participant insists that 
was the anarchist rank and file and principally, the population 
of the working class quarters of Barcelona, that came out to 
fight. It is hard to better the words of Orwell, who himself 
fought on the barricades: 

The issue was clear enough. On one side the CNT, on the 
other side the police , when I see an actual flesh and blood 
worker in conflict with his natural enemy the policeman, I do 
not have to ask myself which side I am on." 

SM does, and answers: the policeman s side! 

5. The sole chance of defeating the Francoist forces, of mobil¬ 
ising the Spanish working people against the reaction, lay in 
fighting a revolutionary war for revolutionary objectives Once 
the workers' own revolutionary institutions had been sup 
pressed by the communist controlled state apparatus, the sac¬ 
rifices demanded for such a mobilisation were not perceived 
by the mass of the population to be justified. In the conven 
tional war that ensued, Franco s victory, though It might be 
delayed, was assured. 

6. Stalin had decided that a revolutionary Spain would drive 
the democratic countries into an alliance with the fascists, 
instead of. as he forlornly hoped, an alliance with the S 
Union. To this end, a trickle of soviet armaments was allowed 
to enter Spain under the control of the Spanish communist 
party, now itself under the command of Soviet "advisors'. The 
quantity of arms supplied was Insignificant in relation to the 
support given Franco by Hitler and Mussolini. So much for 
Stalin as the patron of anti-fascists 

7. Finally, it should be pointed out that those that did the fight¬ 

ing against the fascists at Waterloo and in some cases were 
arrested for it, were precisely the anarchists and dissident 
communists' that SM stigmatises as fascist saboteurs. Is SM 
suggesting that they beat themselves up? _ 


movement approached the 
issue of a united Ireland from 
a class perspective. We felt 
given the absence of an 
identifiable left-wing caucus 


we are not nte re ste d in toe Bu- 
sory glories of being at this or 
that demo Perhaps you b s i e ve 


ment.then everything should 
lone to encourage the sur¬ 
vival of an external caucua 
slightly outside of It Our finan¬ 
cial support for Republicans 


one by product of this enaty- 
While there was for a time 
a certain empathy be t ween the 
two,we were never their cheer- 


on Pie beck tor your macho poe- 
lunng against a particular anti- 
social eiamant withm tie vxjrklng 
class is treating the actual dis¬ 
ease? Of course, faecats should 
be confronted when they 
obstruct revoiubonary action, but 
this should not divert us from 
combating the more urgent 
attacks of the State against the 


ests of the wider [republican] 
movement ever considered 
subordinate to the interests of 
either RA or the IRSP. If our 
involvement with the IRSM 
was adventurism,then the 
same label should be affixed 
to any ambitious, optimistic, 
radical strategy, or indeed any 
plan of action, with a revolu¬ 
tionary content • that - fails 
You say we “lie about our 
opponents,’ but then you 
describe the SWP as pro-impe- 


reformat doto woukj cwm 
to be anti-imperialist, while the 
latter Insist they "reject 
reformism.” Does this not 
mean that you are guilty of 


republicans, their rights to 
freedom of speech and saserw 
biy; in the process confronting 
a hitherto successful 
loyalist/fascist campaign of 
intimidation In Edinburgh. But 
then that is such a small pro¬ 
ject, suitable only for obses¬ 
sives. I imagine. Labour 


Briefing has something far 
more ambitious in mind. 

The other charges levelled at 
RA are of " adventurism with 
the IRSP” and “lying about 
what our opponents stand 
for.” What Is particularly 


is that we never have to: the 
truth is more than adequate 
You counterpose RA'a 
involvement with the IRSP to 
the years spent by the British 
Left “building a dialogue with 
Sinn Fein”. Years eh? Surely it 
couldn't have been that diffi¬ 


cult? Lets imagine the sce¬ 
nario; BL “What do you 
want?” SF “Troops Out?" BL 
"When?” SF “NOW!" BL "You 
mean right now?" SF. "Yep" 
BL "well...I don't think they 
would agree to that,... but its 
nice to have met you anyway". 
End of dialogue. On the other 
hand, had the IRSP survived 
they might have made a sub¬ 
stantial difference. This after 
all was an organisation of 

wooong ciMf rivotuuonirifi 

engaged in armed struggle, 


of doing? If you are rightly 
entitled to have a perspective 
without being accused of 
telling lies then surely so are 
we? 

The rationale for our perspec¬ 
tive is this: either you offer 
practical and consistent sup¬ 
port to the forces Of liberation 
in their war against the com¬ 
mon enemy, our own ruling 
class, or by default you 
become party to the common 
front sponsored by the ruling 
class to maintain the political 
and economic status quo. 
Either you support the IRA 
against the common enemy, 
or you stand with the common 
enemy against the IRA. If in 
addition, you employ Marx's 
method of working' which 
was to judge people by what 
they do rather than what they 
say, to assess by contribution 
rather than attitude, and if as 
you allege such a vast differ¬ 
ence exists between the SWP. 
and the rest of the Trotskyite 
Left so as to make one the 
antithesis of the other; all we 
can say. is that this discrepan¬ 
cy is not to us discernible. If 
on the other hand you reject 
the criteria used as impossibly 
harsh, you must rely for your 
verdict on subjective attitude, 
rather than objective actions. 
This In turn reduces anti-impe¬ 
rialism to the abstract: like 
being unable to chose 
between the highest or the 
nlcaat mountain. The reault 
being that in the end It 
becomes impossible to define 
either pro-imperialism position 
- or anti imperialism. Once 
that equation has been estab¬ 
lished the only outcome that is 
guaranteed is complete inertia, 
which is where we came In. 
No one likes us’ la a chant 
from a football terrace and is 
not as you point out a marxist 
political perspective,on the 
other hand RA’s Involvement 
at Celtic Park has proved that 
neither are the two mutually 
exclusive. 

CLASS SQUABB LE! 

Dear Rad Action. 

In reply to your reply ol the tetter 
headed 'Credit where credit's 
due’l issue 66) 

You may. perhaps, be correct in 
saying that anarchists do not 
organise or plan such events as 
discussed in the tetter but Class 
War is certainly involved m strug¬ 
gles of this kind The fact that we 
don't shoot our mouths off about 
every action or demo that we 
participate in does not mean that 
we are not concerned or active 
withm these struggles 
The Class War Federation is pri¬ 
marily anti-capitalist, anti-authori¬ 
tarian and against the nch and 
powerful, thus this is where we 
focus our energies, twee being 
the mam sources of fasosm 
It is not a question of us having 
our bread buttered both sides 


mg is: the xnportance of cruehmg 
fascist activity should not dtetract 
us from creating the Social 
Revolution TNs • our goal (and 
yours 7 ) However, we are not 
denigrating or down playing the 
work of anti-fascists; we have 
many members throughout the 
country m AFA 

Anti-fascism is part of a larger 
struggle and should not be 
tetnhmed or we wi lose sight of 
our revoiubonary purpose 
Yours m solidarity. 

London Class War 

U-$.QfA. 

Dear Rad Action. 

I was a member of the 
International Socialist 
Organisation here in the States 
m the early 80s and I can truth¬ 
fully say that most of your criti¬ 
cism of the SWP would apply 
equally to the ISO m the same 
period • m fact if anythmg. more 
so since the ISO (a group that 
hovered around 150 members) 
lingered very much m the shad¬ 
ow of the SWP Because of the 
difference in each group's 
respective size, if the SWP 
sneezed the ISO caught pneu¬ 
monia But although the ISO was 
small the group had a healthy 
openness towards real life work 
ers struggles, ©specialty m com¬ 
parison to the rest of the left here 
which was either in the process 
of falling apart entirety or moving 
rightwards 

Towards 82-83 the theory of the 
‘downturn’ was imported to the 
States Whatever merits this 
argument had lor a group of sev¬ 
eral thousand, it had even less 
for a tmy group of a little over 100 
members Practically the effect 
was to rationalise students with¬ 
drawing from any contact with 
real life workers and instead 
engage in the comfortable 
cocooning of endless study 
group discussions or internal 
debates This tactical turn was 
justified by the downturn theory's 
emphasis on how backward and 
demoralised workers were 
In a large industrial city like 
Baltimore where the ISO branch 
was almost entirety composed of 
out of state graduate students 
who attended a very elite univer¬ 
sity and had next to no roots in 
the city itself, the results were 
absurd What few workers came 
around the branch mamty as a 
result of contact with myself, 
since I was the only native non¬ 
student in the branch - were 
ignored to hold another round of 
study circles designed to attract 
the odd student contact Very 
quickly the workers drifted away 
Why belong to an organisation 
whose members did nothing but 
talk endlessly on historical 
events decades old in a rarefied 
language you couldn’t under¬ 
stand in the first place 7 And 
when the workers drifted away 
this just reinforced the vicious ar¬ 
ete argument of the ‘downturn* 
workers are backward and 
demoralised because they drinl 
stick around to attend *our* 
socialist study groups' 

Like you, l eventually worked my 
way through to a criticism of 
Leninism Theory was something 
I always dismissed - the point 
was always to "do something’ or 
sell more papers Now having 
been a loose dog' for several 
years is not affiliated to any 
organisation, for the first time I 
had a chance to seriously read 
and think through things on my 
own I can't recommend this high¬ 
ly enough, especially to those 
who have been force fed what to 
think and do through the different 


Yours. 

Curtis 


USA 
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“Slog Hod... and now he's a 
Brit/eh councillor railed the 
Deny Mirror "Vo* as. feta ond 
boot* for the BNP bemoaned 

the Evening Standard On 
Thursday 16 September 1993 
1460 voters m too Me ol Dogs 
cast took vote lor Derek Beackon 
and gave the "Bntith people* 
vtm Ural taedst councilor since 
too 70a 

Beackon declared that The 
Bnbah people oro no long* pro- 
pond to be rreafed aa second 
dots cbaans r toer own coun¬ 
ty' 

Prominent MPs immediately 
moved to condemn the BNP aa a 
Thoroughly natty party" end TO 
a party Hot honest or responsi¬ 
ble people could support' The 
parties of the political main¬ 
stream ruahad to shed any sem¬ 
blance of responsibility for the 
BNP’s success The e ke n abon ol 
a substantial number of white 
working class poop** irom uwr 
governmental status quo was 
someone etoes fauR it couldn't 
be then 

In toe run up to the election, toe 
Liberal Democrats issued a 
leaflet ssking voters what benefit 
could be reaped from a Cl 75.000 
grant to a Bangladeshi youth 
group Another complained of 
Labour s attempts to send a 
£30.000 donation to ho* warns 
of the Bangladeshi flood (toaster 
Labour played the race card too 
Further. I issued bogus canvass- 
ng returns to suggest s BNP vic¬ 
tory as a means of undemrwvng 
the Liberal vote instead, as one 
local councilor pul *. They gave 
the improsnon that a BNP vote 
would not baa wasted vote, and 
they boosted toe BNP a stand 
mg. It was a cynical tactic that 
want horribly wrong 
When anyone got round to ask- 
ng them, moot Wanders argued 
that they'd only voted BNP as a 
protest against local housing 
polciss That wortung class peo¬ 
ple in Tower Hamlets should 
want to protest about the shit- 
hotoe they're expected to bve in 
seems to have stunned the 
left/liberal * intelligentsia *. yet 
Tower Hamlets council itself 
admits that 44% of its housing 
slock is ‘unaeketactory’ A quar¬ 
ter of al households lack at least 
one Basic amermy • msioe loaei. 
hot water etc To compound th». 
unemployment in the borough 
stands at one m four TB • a dis¬ 
ease which thrives on poverty - 
has an inadance of six times the 
average of England and Wales 
A third of Eastenders have a 
household income of less than 
£4,500. From a rotting tower 
block in the Isle of Dogs you can 
look out and see Canary Wharf, 
where docklands development 
soaks up money bke a sponge 
Tower Hamlets became a Liberal 
council b ec ause of toc al disgust 
at the corruption and mfustxa of 
decades of Labour administra¬ 
tion The Isle of Dogs remained a 
Labour stronghold partly 
because of the rottenness and 
incompetence of the Liberals 
Evantualy. a third force entered 
the arena to harness the dwcorv 


Sadly. this force was the BNP 
For al their protestations, this • 


THE WRITING ON THE 



probably a relief tor toe Uberal 
Democrats and Labour Instead 
of having to come up with 
answers lor toe sppeHng pover¬ 
ty of the borough, they can 
denounce Islanders as ‘radsT 
or ‘backward’ • not “honest or 
responsible* - and so ignore 

ineif loynffnai© gntvancOT ror 
Islanders who thought that by 
voting BNP they'd rattle the 
cages of the Establishment. 
theyH learn the hard way that 
Beackon at al donl realty give a 
flying fuck for their housing 
problems. 

For tos remnants of toe revolu¬ 
tionary left and the (ever frag- 
mentea) inu-iMaii iwmiwni, 
it looks like a disaster To 
reverse a defeat la Brat neces¬ 
sary to understand the causes 
of defeat For that to happen, 
the left • going to have to sacri¬ 
fice a whole herd of fat, lazy, 
sacred cows. 

Most of the left see the BNP as 
an army of racist thugs, skin¬ 
heads with misspelt 
Skrewdrtver tattoos Refusing to 
take the ideas of the far-nght 
sariously allows the left to 
escape the reaponstoMy of hav¬ 
ing to challenge those ideas 
ei(her xleotogcaly or head on. 
That the BNP have actively 
courted toe tradbonal consMuerv 
cy of the revokAonary left - whie 
working dess youth, tooee most 
demoralised and stripped of 
opportunity by the 
Thatcher/Major years - has 
caused the left little or no con¬ 
cern That the courtship would 
one day be consummated 
should therefore have come as 
no surprise 

The BNP have succeeded m pre¬ 
senting themselves as a radKal 
alternative to the Ms of capkakst 
society The failure of a left con¬ 
stituted almost entirety from out¬ 
side the working class has left 
the radtoakam of toe right unchal¬ 
lenged by an eqiavalent poklcal 
force on toe far left 
The BNP's statement of political 
objectives. *A New Way 
Forward" says. "We tight, not just 
against chaos, but against pow¬ 
erful vested interests, whose 
protean tear and hale us tor the 
challenge we pose to thee posi¬ 
tion m the rotting corpse ot the 
old order ’ 

To those of us 'on the toff* and 
therefore Tn the know" it s obvi¬ 
ous that the BNP represent, far 
from a challenge to the ’old 
order, its final line of defence 
So why should, in the Isle of 
Dogs. 1460 working class people 
ttvnk the BNP have something to 
offer them’ 

‘A New Way Forward" talks of 
the "failure ot the whole poddea l 
system, rooted in institutions 
which have long outlived their 
usefulness to the nation ’To 
wortung class people faced with 
the reality of of mass unemploy¬ 
ment. poor housmg etc tote 'fail¬ 
ure" is tangible in a way not 


grasped by toe left, which ex«ts 
removed from that realty Every 
mainstream party defends a 
political system which has been 
seen to fail; toe BNP are toe first 
party many - young working 
class kids particularly • have 
seen who a)indict that system 
and b) took capable of mountang 
a challenge to it 

Pari of toe reason why the BNP 
have a base within our dess is 
simply because they've actively 
sought that base 

In an artde r British NabonaM 
analysing their performance m 
the 1992 general election. BNP 
leader John Tyndall wrote, "it has 
always been my bakat that the 
stop necessary tor a soaaksi to 
become a nationalist is no 
greater than, it indeed as great 
as. that necessary Ibr a conserv¬ 
ative to reach He same position 
the gull separating us from the 
mass ol traditional Labour follow¬ 
ers is no bigger m reality than 
that separating us from traddon- 
al Tones’ 

Tyndall goes on to tslk of 
Labour's "soggy centre dommat 
ed by bourgeois internationalists 
wkh whom its traddonal "wortung 
dess’ constituency wdfeel kttle 
in common “Workmg cl as s peo¬ 
ple bred ol the clapped out slo¬ 
gans ol the class war’ will be 
looking for an aSemabve poldcal 
home’ 

What Tyndall has recognised 
and what the Labour-loyal left 
has failed to grasp is that their 
'sooaksm" on offer to the work¬ 
ing class has always had a 
'nationalist' colouration From a 
Labour party which offered 
import controls and wage 
freezes, the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act and the 
Commonwealth Immigration Ad, 
to a party like the BNP which 
cam i or me protection or orman 
industry, an end to immigration 
and tor a’government d national 


unsfen t such a great iesp As 
Oswald Mosley put it to 1936. V 
you love your country you are a 
national, and 0 you love our peo¬ 
ple you area sooakst’ 

In any case, on one level the 
BNP are no more or leu reac¬ 
tionary than many of the suppoe- 
ecny democratic. respeaavie 
alternatives 

frw tsimMSnmmv parries me K) 
dismiss us as extremists - yet 
BNP policies are already being 
pul into practice m one form or 
another by democratic govern¬ 
ments all over the Western 
world Repatriation ot immigrants 
is taking place at this very 
moment in countnes such as 
Germany. France and Greece 
Strict mport controls are already 
in force in countries such as 
Japan and Korea ’ (British 
Nationalist August 1993) 

The standard left definition of fas¬ 
cism «. to a dUortion of toe clas¬ 
sical Marxist position, chsrac- 
tensed as "brutal bourgeois ter¬ 
ror r Fascism is a movement of 
the “petty bourgeoisie’ In the 
words of one left group. Workers 
Power, the raw materials tor fee- 
asm are The masses ot the pets 
boutgeome caught, asms vice, 
between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie. * As a sociological 
snapshot of fascism's base in 
Nazi Germany at the time of its 
ascension to power, this is rea¬ 
sonably accurate, but it fails to 
account lor fascism's character¬ 
istic as a mass movement and 
one which s capable of attracting 
toe slogianrci ol sections of the 
working dau 

In 1930 Leon Trotsky wrote of 
fascism. If the Communal Party 
is He party ot revokdonaiy hope. 
Hen fascism, as a mass move¬ 
ment. e He party ot counter-rev- 
okdonary despair countor-rsv- 
dubonary despair embraced the 
petty bourgeois mass with such 
force that t drew behest t many 


ssckons ot He proletariat. 

To recogniae the cause of 
this "counter-revokjtionary 
desoair" within sections ol 
our daas today would, for 

Hi a leLe rennli ainnani 

wfw rtvoKjfionary 19 * 1 , 
mean to admit its own 
redundancy rouucs, fi wit 
last analysis, is about force 
For working dau people 
sick to toes guts of toe mis¬ 
eries of capitalism and 
seeking a positive edema- 
bve. the left doesn't exist 
except as some bizarre 
creature that crawts oft the 
University campus to try the 
occasional estate sals 
Tyndal and toe BNP recog¬ 
nise a reality the left has 
chosen to deny “The elec¬ 
tors favour the tag battal¬ 
ions because He tag battal¬ 
ions alone are seen to 
count We must concen¬ 
trate single mindedly on 
buSdng up our forces to toe 
stage at which we can be 
numbered among the tag 
battalions * (Where We Go 
From Here) 

And again ’The psychological 
ntponance or wit strengm racfor 
cannot be stated with enough 
emphase Mr and Mrs Average 
Joe Pubkc. before they wd sup¬ 
port something, want to feel 
assured Hat it it s real force ' 
(British Nationslist Feb/March 
1992) 

Whether the ‘revolutionary lefT 
recognises ine sintngm racior 
Ol not, they're ncapabie of meet¬ 
ing its test And therein is the 
crux of the problem The Tevdu- 
bonery sooakst aSemabve’to the 
BNP will have to be built by 
working class socialists from 
scraicn. m comoai wm) ine DNr 
On one level, the vote for the 
BNP in the Isle of Dogs is a 
refracted, distorted signal of 
dau conscious nus. A recogro- 
lion mai ine tystem ooesn i 
work. But in the absence of a 
force from the left, “race and 
nation” replace dau. “revolu¬ 
tionary hope* is replaced by 
“counter'revolutionary 
despair" 

(As a historical example writ 
large. Musaokm. the Duce of fas- 
asm. began his poNHcal Hie as a 
revolutionary Marxist, declaring, 
*We cannot conceive ot a patriot¬ 
ic sooaksm. Sooaksm » tndy of 
a panhuman and universal 
nature * At the advent of World 
Wv 1 he cried, ’to case of war. 
vetoed Of hurrymg to toe frontier 
we will unleash rebellion at 
home’faced with the vacilla¬ 
tions of toe Itakan Sooakst Party 
running counter to his desks to 
’make history, not endure it'. 
Mussolini emerged from the war 
as a declared enemy of the 
working dau. of the bourgeoo 
state, ‘and He sooakst one’ 

In his writings, which chart the 
confused couru of his move¬ 
ment from Marxism to fascism. 
Mussolini gives us an accurate 


porbayal of toe development of 
fascist consdousneu within 
the working dau: ‘Fascism 
breaks forth irrepressibly in 
every comer ot daty. whie He 
proletariat, nauseated, (ksbu- 
stoned, mass a cr ed, begins to 
deband ’mm our dau fas¬ 
cism represent precisely the 
’(ksbanding’ ot the dau u a 
dau tor RssN.) 

For too long the fake left has 
peddtod a sham sodalsm The 

left hu. rightly, been quick to 
blame the Labour Party for its 
discrediting of the 'ideal* of 
socialism, but H has failed to 
mention its own hanging on to 
the coal tals of Labour tor years. 
When whito working dau peo¬ 
ple uy they feel like second 
clau citizens, one reason is 
bocauu. vetoed of championing 
the rights of al working people • 
white, black and Asian • to 
decent homu. health, jobs ale. 
in defiance of Labour's shadow¬ 
ing of Tory policy the left hu 
championed a bankrupt munio- 
pal lOCisUm which, m toe gutoe 
of Equal Opportunities, has 
presided over the equal dfctribu- 
bon of dsadvantags and deepak 
wttotoourdau. 

The “LenMsr left meanwhile, 
sharu Its contempt tor our dau 
with the fascists The Spanish 
fascist Pnmo Da Rivera speaks 
of “revolution” uH task of toe 
rrsnority whose Srst steps wB not 
be understood by He matorSy’to 
a manner directly comparable 
with Lenin's conception of 
‘organsabon ol the revolutionar¬ 
ies must consist first and fore¬ 
most ot people who make nsvolu- 
bonery activity Hair profession ’ 
(What Is To Be Done) 

If the potential tor fascism « to 
be stifled then it has to be 
replaced by a revolutionary 
socialist alternative that springs 
from within our dau. that pro¬ 
motes. in Engel's words. 1 he 
sell-conscious, independent 
movement ot the immense 
majority in He interests ot the 
immense msfodly. 

The strengto of toe woiking dau 
base of (asasm is a minor image 
of the weekneu of the left on toe 
same terrain. 

In the 1930s. the growth of fas¬ 
cism within the East End was 
choked by the refuul of rank 
and fie communists and sodal- 
•ts to alow them control of the 
streets It wts combatted also by 
socialists being seen to offer a 
positive abemabvs to toe poHbcs 
ol the fascists 

"... We organised He tenants 
movement of East London so 
that in street after street Jews 
and Gentiles worked together 
We msmted . that i had got to 
be done v) He faeostareas.’ 
(Phil Piratin - ex-communist 
councilor • interviewed 1991) 

The victory of Derek Beackon on 
16 Septorrtoer 1993 should have 
made dear to al concerned the 
real degree of impotence of toe 
revolutionary itn m m® iac© 
of the anger and deapak of toe 
clau it purports to repreunt 
Unlsu toe reasons for toal impo¬ 
tence are recognised and the 
lusons learned. Beackon will 
only be the first of many 


WHERE FOR ART THOU ROMEO? 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

or the press. The Observer newspaper printed an articie d alming 
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to prteon. Defy DtONT. He faced an MU court marttaL but with the 
help of Ms advisers and the *CV* of the Official IRA acttvMu that 
toey provided, he managed to bluff It out 
By 1666 Dely had been tr a ne t errs d from Special Branch to MB. In 
October 1666 he wee sent to Ireland, leaked with gaining tokem- 
gence on the MSP/tNLA (whilst describing this pert of Daly's cover, 
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dared, stating thet Tn late ‘9$ Daly was moved beck. I'm sorry, 
moved back to Galway ') Daly and MIS could not admit that Daly 
had been sent to Ireland, bocauu It would contravene Inlsmsdonsl 
lew. Over toe foNowtng months Daly became In c rsulngly frustrat¬ 
ed at his InatkMy to make any contact with the Repubbcen Socialist 

fci ■iiiMaia rrlhaH him h Ikle n> M » n k ......i.. 
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at He Mr, "desperate to do He buakms". Eventually contact was 
fnsot, 9R0 using ns onnen pfovKJSQ 9999199009 , psfsu909a us 
(NLA to taka on tha operation 

So. in February 1662, tone IN LA man were daipstokid to Kngtond. 
They were photographod u they paaaod through too docks. Whan 
they reached tha esUhouee their every word wee recorded. The 
only person who visited wee an MM agent, who took them on • 
couple of Mdai ae s owuSu s of toe quarry. When they were arrest¬ 
ed, in whet toe poioe deecdbed u "• premature end to He opere- 
don” (Is: Martin Mumbled upon a ca mouflaged copper, neceeeitat- 
mg vn9ir mfw%x%y usfy D9g9n 9 pfocsst ov V99iofonii9Vioo, cr9suog 
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There hu to be • oartaki amount of epocuiation about why exactly 
tha police daa c ribad toe arrests ss “ premature " Wsrs to# snests 
tos dssked result or wsrs they Mter something mors llnsl end more 
spactacuisr? N tos men ware to be arr e s te d st tos quarry, why both¬ 
er to fM the seated exptoefvu container with exptoalves and deto¬ 
nators? It meku no senes unlsu tos outcome wu to be toe sum¬ 
mery execution of Liam and Martin. As weM as the thirty three 
armed Avon end SomersM officers, there sure also seven armed 
Metroooiitan iwtllft officers at tha auartv with a aaoarata com- 
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manding officer. Thek rote hu never been ctearly defined, but toek 
positions M the quarry In conjunction with the other evidence sug¬ 
gests tost they may have been toe frustrated executioners. R must 
be remembered that at this period MM were In conflict with too 
Spodel Branch over the tesuo of should control om U arrortem. 
If Usm and Martin had boon regrettably shot deed at the scene MM. 
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end explosives T. end made a definitive gesture, ■ reel show ot 
strength to Whitehall, the medte and tos British puttee. The eventu- 
N tteldU gain a lot of publcky.buitoMwunlns months alter the 
event, end to s lot of people was just so much paper. Thus dead 
terrorists would have boon Immodtote and tenglblo proof of MB’s 
commitment, ability end eflscttvonou In the war against terrortem. 
Another benefit of too execution for MB Is toot R would not have 
precipitated the unwelcome end expensive exposure of Dsfy u an 

During toe HeflemanAfcMonegls trial Daly. MM and the crown aR 
donlod toot Daly wu an agent provocateur (toe dtoborwry defini¬ 


tion being a secret agent who provokes people to commR Htegsi 
acts and w to bo dtocrodRsd or lable to punishment), despite the 
overwhelming evidence that he wee. Daly and MM had H muieto d 
activity In whet wu an eeunttePy mortbund organiaMton. bankrupt 
politically and flnanctalty. Without Daly, the operation would not 
hove taken pleca. None of file, however, represented any kind of 
defen ce lor the accused. Under English tew entrapment and the 
uu of agents provocateur Is quite ligtomete. MM hod acted RtogM- 
ty by ptectog an agent tn the Repdbbe M tretend. but the |udge nded 
that to to kretovanl and kwdmieatole to He Jury. 

The outcome wu that two more (young) men have boon “Wed-ofT. 
They can expect to receive into or no poMeal or financial support 
from took organisations. The VtSP no longer exists, R hu neWter 
opened H e offices nor produced a paper in ever four years. 
Republican Sodaket Prisoners AW (toe IRSP equivalent of Orson 
Cross) Is also deed; Red Action and a handful of Republican 
SocteRot individuals contribute funds dkoctly to certain Ropublcon 
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existence of toe R1LA must be In doubt R is broke, short of of* 
nance and hu been ripped apart by touts. Very serious Impllce- 
ttona can be drawn bom toe dteturblng rsval H on tost when Defy 
wee offered a piece on the Army Council (the INlA's governing 
body), MM toft that they couto afford to turn R doom. 

The 1667 Menu laud wu fought over Te Power's k u letenu on 
“toe primacy of potmee'". the prtndpte that toe milit ary etru ggte 

indaad in any revolutionary situation, peopte with kteoiogy but 
without guns wM be regarded u Rberais Equelfy, peopte with 
guns but without Weology wM be regarded u bendta 
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SODOMY & THE LASH! 
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favourite argu¬ 
te Southern lib- 


ion to the Sot Counties revolves 
around the claim that northern 
rrorestants we not oe coerced 
into a United Ireland but that rt 
might be possible to coax them 
towards a better retatonshp with 

•Ka Caj .Sfe Hu in IkA imnlnmnn 

vxXjm mrougn tda tfnpKHneo* 
tabor of more enlightened social 
legislation in the 26 Counties 
This disingenuous theory has 
being doing the rounds for many 
years now and « often backed 
up with other spurious debates 
about Articles 2 and 3 of the 
Southern Constitution It is a 
favourite hobby horse of tie Just 
Society* school of thought among 
bourgeois liberals and their a*wis 
in the centre and on the soft left 
No sooakst could argue that the 
attitude of the 26 County state in 
relation to women's rights, civil 
liberties, sexual freedom, 
(•voice, etc. has been * any way 
progressive This has everythng 
to do with the stranglehold of the 
Cathokc Church over the devel¬ 
opment and implementation of 
stale pobcy m the area of what a 
laughingly called morality and 
ethics' While Bishops go into 
hysterics about contraception 
they are very rarefy heard to utter 
a word about corruption in busi¬ 
ness or criticism of the Golden 
Cede cartel that effectively con¬ 
trols the Irish economy in both 
the public and private sector 
Church bashing has become a 
popular sport among kberals in 
the South and is now akin to 
shooting fish in a barrel The 
recent exposure of the scandal of 
the Magdalen women has done 
a lot of damage to the caring 
mage of the Cathokc church and 
has revealed an ugty residue of 
20th Century Insh morality The 
Magdalene were the outcast 
women of Irish society who were 
locked up m convents for kfe for 
the crime of getting pregnant out¬ 
side of marriage This barbaric 
system was the accepted 
method of dealing with unmar¬ 
ried mothers and ieglbmacy unbl 
the earty 1970s Recently 130 
bodws of Magdalen women were 
exhumed from their graves in a 
Dublin convent, cremated and 
buned m a mass grave without 
their relatives being informed 
The graveyard had been sold by 
a profit hungry church to recoup 
some of the losses it incurred 
after the collapse of Guinness 
Peat Aviation, the convent in 
question had invested m stocks 
and shares before the company 


Allied with the Bishop Casey 
scandal, the Abortion debate and 
the reactionary attitude of the 
Cathokc Church on social ques 


the CfvN State should be 
uaed to enforce reHgmus 
conformity, a doctrine 
identical to that of the 
Catholic Church in the 
South 

The DUP and the more 
moderate* Official 
Unionist Party ran the 
viciously homophobic 
Save Ulster from 
Sodomy' campaign In 
the 60 s This was a 
failed attempt to prevent 
the introduction r Ulster 
of British Laws legalis 
ing homosexual acts 
between consenting 
adults Many conserva¬ 
tive catholics informally 
supported the campaign 
and signed Free 

- Presbyterian petitions 

> campaign «n 1966. church nftuencem political on the issue Last Apnl 

saw—-— sac 

tons the future looks reasonably abed with the Conservative Parly 
bright for a more secularised and fundamentalist Christian 
society in the Souti Progressive groups instigated a violently 
legislation on Gay rights, liberal homophobic campaign against 
contraceptive laws and the likely gay students m Belfast's Queens 
introduction of divorce and limil- University A motion attacking 
ed abortion rights in the state Gay rights was passed by the 
have dekghted the liberal rmddte union council which denied les 
class After all, these are the very born, gay and bisexual students 
measures that wi endear them representation in the college 
to Northern Unionists and lead. Contrast this with a statement 
in an unspecified way, towards from the Pope last year when he 
greater harmony between North 
and South 

I n fact this a not at ail takely. the 
reason being that the 
Protestant churches in the 
North are m fact far more reac¬ 
tionary than their southern 
Cathokc counterparts While the 
Rev Ian Paisley bellows about 
the Pnest-ndden Insh Republic 
tvs hatred is based on irrational 
sectarianism, not on opposition 
to the involvement of clergymen 
in political life In the South the 
church may pull the strings of 
political power, but m the North 
Paisley and Orange Order leader 
Rev Martin Smyth are directly 
elected political representatives 
who are also clerics 80% of 
DUP poktwans are members of ******* 

the Free Presbyterian Church 

Paisley himself has said “The * 01M *** lg * n * 

DUP is the political wing of evan ^ 
gekcal protestanksm" 531(1 "Discrimination on the basis 

. . .. of homosexual tendencies s not 

The ideology of extreme right 

Protestantism is worse than that 

of the Cathokc Church Paisley s The anti-abortion campaign in 
Free Presbyterianism is based ,he Nor,h h *» ,h * »uPP° rt of 
on sectarianism and hatred It's ma * or P° WlC31 P afties ^ 
theology is that of evangelical- DUP bMn instrumental in 
iem, closely allied with other P r «venlmg the extension of the 
insane fundamentalist sects in 1967 Abortion Act. which applies 
the United States Paisley s 10 ** o' Britain, to Northern 
church believes m the absolute '"*and Not surprisingly the total 
truth of every word m the Bible exclusion of aborton from Ireland 
And is Almost as viciously ssctBf* ^ Also a csntrsl policy of ths 
ian towards other strands of ^ a,tK)l |? 

Protestantism as it is towards Brook Ckmc, providing sex edu- 
Catholics Paisley s church has ^ 3nd contraception advice 
succeeded in turning the mam- L° jPung people, was set up in 
stream Presbyterian Church fur- Betfasttwo years ago the broad 
ther to the nght. leading to it's ,ro "« of V 0 ** who opposed rt 
withdrawal from the moderate SuT' 

World Council of Churches. DUP S0LP 30(1 SPUC 
which Paisley believes s an gcu- A similar level of hypocnsy 
men <cai front for Communism £Jk emerges m relation to the 

The evangelical beliefs of the / lDUPs strong opposition to 
Free Presbyterian Church are «*orce Despite the tact that the 
earned over mto the poktoal pro- Urvorvets daxn their undying toy 
gramme of the Democratic ,0 ,h * British state they 
Unionist Party which believes refuse 10 f? 0 ?* 006 °* * 8 ,no ® , 
that ’Ulster should decide it's bas,c ^ 
own moral standards and codes In the 1970's a prominent mem- 
of behaviour” This evangelical ber of the DUP and religious 
moral code includes the banning acolyte of Paisley was William 
of rock concerts, films, books McGrath McGrath was a 
and preventing the opening of founder of the Loyalist Tara para- 
pubs and shops on Sundays military group He believed that 
The platform of the Party also the Protestants of Northern 
includes opposition to divorce. Ireland were the lost tribe of 
homosexuality, abortion and Israel* and that the Catholic 
women's ngpits. Hie issues dear- Church should be declared an 
est to the hearts of liberals m the ikegai organisation He was also 
South The DUP believes that a notorious child abuser at the 



Defiant UVF tutor Robert KnghL deter 
mined to save Ulster from sodomy 


said ’Discrimination on the basis 
of homosexual tendencies s not 
untusT 

The anti-abortion campaign in 
the North has the support of 
most major political parties The 
DUP has been instrumental in 
preventing the extension of the 
1967 Abortion Act. which applies 
in the rest of Britan, to Northern 
Ireland Not surprisingly the total 
exclusion of abortion from Ireland 
is also a central policy of the 
Catholic church When the first 
Brook Clwc. providng sex edu¬ 
cation and contraception advice 
to young people, was set up in 
Ballast two years ago the broad 
front ol groups who opposed it 
included the Catholic Church, 
the DUP. the SOLP and SPUC 
A similar level of hypocnsy 
LA emerges in relation to the 
/iDUFs strong opposition to 
divorce Despite the fact that the 
Unionists dam their undying loy¬ 
alty to the British state they 
refuse to accept one of iTs most 
base civil liberties 
In the 1970's a prominent mem¬ 
ber of the DUP and religious 
acolyte of Paisley was William 
McGrath McGrath was a 
founder of the Loyalist Tara para¬ 
military group He believed that 
the Protestants of Northern 
Ireland were the lost tribe of 
Israel* and that the Catholic 
Church should be declared an 


a notonous child abuser at the 


Klncora Boys Home and was 
eventually jailed for child rape 
and buggery P aisley was aware 
of Me Grath's activities and the 
horrific events at Klncora but 
operated a decade long cover up 
before fie scandel was eventual¬ 
ly revealed by journalists So 
much for the moral code of the 
DUP 

The corAd m fie sa oouikes e 
not oi rotgKXJB ongm ana noAnor 
is ITs present manifestation The 
Free Presbyterian Church is a 
mirror image of the Catholic 
Church. They share a belief in 
the sanctity of fie family and can- 
sorsftp of itoeraJ social and sexu¬ 
al ideas Their common funda¬ 
mentalism extends to the repres¬ 
sion of other relgious ideas xi the 
interests of their own sectarian 
brands of Christianity and the 
mplementalion of these sectarian 
beliefs in the Civil law of the 
State Their greatest fear is the 
dHuton of their soaai and political 
power through the spread of sec- 
ulanst or sodalat ideas. 

■^ie media in the 26 coun- 
I ties, dominated as rt is by 
I the neo-unionist political 
ideology of the liberal middle 
dass. uses the exatence of the 
war in the north to peddle the 
myth that it is Repubkcamsm that 
has created the current situation 
The unstated assumption being 
that the war can only be ended 
by the ekmnaton of the resis¬ 
tance of the natxxiakst people 
and a return to some form of 
Stormont rule, albeit with a 
devolved or power sharing 
bnge This toy minority, whom 
see themselves as ‘opevon for¬ 
mers'. argue at aN opportunities 
that concessions must be 
made to the Unionists These 
concessions usually take the 
form of amendments to the 
Insh constitution with the axn of 
making it's provisions more 
attractive to the Unionists The 
faMy of this theory has already 
been proven. In November 
1971 Paisley said that if the 
special position accorded to the 
Cathokc Church was removed 
from the Irish Constitution this 
would lead better relations with 
the South tod to good neigh- 
bourtiness m the highest possMe 
sense' In 1972 a referendum n 
the 26 counties removed the 
superior status accorded to the 
Cathokc Church, by which time 
Paisley, having come under fire 
from even more extreme loyal¬ 
ists. dropped his conciliatory* 
approach to the South 
Nevertheless the argument for 
constitutional changes to 
appease unionists s consistently 
trotted out by the Southern 
establishment, most notably by 
Fine Gael during the 1966 
Divorce Referendum Rather 
than argue for divorce on the 
basis of civil liberties and the 
need for progressive social leg»- 
lation in the South the govern¬ 
ment instead presented rt as a 
liberal issue likely to make 
Northern Unionists more 
amenable to better relations with 
the 26 Counties 

Even secular protestants who 
accept divorce, contraception, 
gays rights, etc. are opposed to 
unity with the south because of 
their political allegiance to 
Umorasm, not due tc the lack of 
progressive social legislation in 
the South 

The leaders of Unionism m the 
North have built their poktoal ide¬ 
ology on thee own salt-preserva¬ 
tion as a class and have con¬ 
vinced the maionty of working 
class protestants that they are 
under threat from the South The 
desire of the loyalists to retain 




The campaign to stop fie nan David Irving speaking m Ireland pro¬ 
duced an unprecedented unity on the Iheh Lett. Aped from the 
StiVM and their front orgatmakon the ANL moot oi the frieh Lilt 
were involved in die ‘Stop Irving Canpaign' Unfortunately 9m 
paper unity was never put to die practical teat It's one dung to 
agree to the implementation ol the ’ No Platform For Faectstt' 
stance oi the campaign and another thing to actually phyaicady 
eneure that there m no free speech for tasosts Moat likely * would, 
as usual, have been left to a small element within die campaign to 
took after that area'. 

The invUahona to Irving to speak m codeges m Dubkn and Cork 
were wdhdrawn when cotege authorities msisled on a huge finan¬ 
cial outlay for secunty due. to quote a Garda spokesman, to * 
threats oi violence from elements withm the opposition groups' 
The SWM/ANL disassociated themselves from the threats oi vio¬ 
lence claiming that peaceful protest would suffice in stopping 
Irving speaking Experience has shown that empty slogans and 
endbss press conferences wdt not slop die fascists 
We may yet get a chance to see how dm unity holds up “in the 
heat ol battle'as a new umbrella campaign, was formed out oi die 
Stop Irving Campaign to organise any actions against visiting fas 
cists or attempts at fascist organisation m Ireland This new cam¬ 
paign a called Insh Ann Fascist AAance (Insh AFA) 


the Union with Bntaxi is not due 
to religion but to the economic 
advantages to themselves of the 
link. Working class protestants 
were, and are. induced to be 
loyal to the Union through the 
7 antmg of rrsnor. but important 
economic advantages over 
catholic workers The level of 
unemployment in Northern 
Ireland is direetty related to thrs 
fact, in 1965 cathokc unemploy¬ 
ment. at 35%. was two and a halt 
times higher than m the proles- 
tant community In the same 
year only 46% of cathokc males 
aged 19-24 were working, com¬ 
pared to 64% of protestants 
The media constantly portrays 
Republicans and nationalists as 
the source of political mtransi 
gence in the North, the origin and 
history of the Unionist state pnor 
to 1969 is conveniently ignored 
Anyone expressing the fad that 
the Northern Ireland statelet was 
founded on the bigotry and n tol¬ 
erance of loyelism and that 
Umonat politicians wish to return 
to tha situation is deemed to be 
a nationalist' and therefore 
beyond the pale of respectable 
opinion Recently the media 
engaged in much criticism of 
Gerry Adams for carrying the cof¬ 
fin of an IRA Volunteer but no 
comment was made on the pres¬ 
ence of the Chair of the Official 
Unionist Party and Southern 
media darting Christopher Me 
Gtfnpsey at a UVF funeral 

M idcfle class soul searching 
and self flagellation about 
alienating protestants 
does have a political purpose 
This group would prefer to 
accept a unity of slightly less big¬ 
oted Cathokc and Protestants m 


the hope that such a develop¬ 
ment would result m greater polit¬ 
ical power for their social group 
at the expense of the advance¬ 
ment of sociakem and the work¬ 
ing class The fad that the kberal 
middle class in the South can 
substitute a sympathy for the 
political representatives of 
extreme nght protestant funda 
mentalism m place of the hated 
Catholic version once again 
exposes them as the reactonary 
force that they are 

T he antics of the soft left xi 
relation to the northern con¬ 
flict is diredly in line with 
that of the 'hberal media While 
putting forward what they claim 
are progressive or even social¬ 
ist' arguments on the North these 
self-proclaimed revolutionary 
groups are merely promoting the 
same agenda as the liberals and 
me esiaaisnment wniie rneofei 
ically claiming to support the 
oppressed Nationalist population 
in the Six Counties the soft left 
refuses to identify Loyalism as 
the source of the conflict and 
engages in debates and cam¬ 
paigns which condemn 'sedan- 
amsm on both sides 

P roof of this can be seen m 
the pa dictation of social¬ 
ist' groups m establishment 
promoted and pointless cha¬ 
rades such as ’a minute's silence 
for peace' and petitions to the 
trade union movement to end 
sedarian killings The fad that 
the soft left m the South unques 
tionmgly follow the middle class 
orthodoxy m relation to Northern 
politics merely exposes their 
bourgeois origins and preten 
none 


The 80th Commemoration of 
LJ V LJ 1913 Lockout, initiated by 

_ _ Rea Action was all but 

'^•ghored by those who you 
/ r\C//V / e would think would have the 

-most to celebrate The majorv 

ty of Trade Unions, with 
e notable exceptions. 
f made absolutely no input to 

the Commemoration 
‘.flfe Special mention must go to 

LlL'idl SlPTU. the biggest Irish 
Unton who although formed 
— jjp^to ai out ol an amalgamation of 
the two unions tounded by 
TIMA Bi Jim informed us 

they were on hokday for the 

Connoky* Larkin & Wolfe Tone whole month of August' 

Another example of the sed 
state of the Unions m Ireland was that m spite of kbedous com¬ 
ments deeded at the Government, the employers, etc made at 
foe pubkc meetings organised by the Commemoraton Committee 
end m the pamphlet produced to commemorate the Lockout, the 
only threat of legal action came from the chairperson of foe Insh 
Congress Of Trade Unions Youth Commrtlee Rhonda Donaghy 
Ms Donaghy threatened legal acton over foe induewn of her name 
as one of foe sponsors of foe Commemoraton campaign even 
though she had previously given her perrmeexxi to foa Rhonda's 
problem seemed to be that she considered foe Commemoration 
committee a ‘Provo front’ despite foe Stokies end other anti 
Republican elements being xivolved 

Rhonda, ol course, has been nowhere to be seen during the eight 
month long strike for Union recognition at Pat the Baker 


Connote Larkm 6 Wolfe Tone 
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The common perception of con- working masses beck to test fascist forces untar MumoM oof- dkectty state sponsored force 
temporary fascism is that it it favourabb working and bring con- lading no more than a minuta an ostaneibly 'Independent' 
dbacM against immigr a n ts ', n dHone..' vote in thd Milan elections of organieabon 

particular, black xnmiyants Anb- On tha ava of tha March on November 1919 (0.6%). they T There must be added an idealis 
fasoat wort by whtte activists is Rome', the fascists proclaimed began to act as the storm troops be rnma organised by the moat 
accord** toforpretod as a form tat of the various ar+lebour aaaoc* expert. courageous, strong and 


principle', rather than as a mV bo toyety guaranteed' sold bases in slmoai a* toe mam tary resistance and political wfngat was killed. It later tran- ton of *» ctoee, promising mmo 

response to a common threat Faaciem systematically adopted (taken ctoao. acboh..Loosl stMons. wbh a view speed tat ha waa Idtod by a toe- nity from charges end further 

With the BNP launching almost bastardised forms of toe organise- Mueeokni encouraged every group to subduing the insolence of too del gimman and potoa informer arrests Apptoadone lor firearms 

weetov attacks on targets from the bond matoods md cufiurs devei- or faaclo' to set up its own moat subversive centres. wrS be etoo was atoo arrested tor toe sito- ware nvartatoly granted to pro-tas 

ANUSWP. this viewing with oped oust decades by toe work- action squad* At first, toair inter- an esculent school for our mMa sequent Idling of a women social- cist elements and rigorously 

tha ANL/SWP Sssf. is beginning era' movement ttssV. Fascist vert- ventione were isolated and on a and w* at he earns firm rnrve lo 1st. Hs was ratoaaad by toepofioa denwd io workers and peasants 

to take a hammering. Those the ants of the flags, emblems, relatively smal scale Their first demoralise and crush the on both occasions. Fascist TstMF The po toa rem ained onlhs a ide- 

fascists percaivs as "rede" are marches, insignia and salutes action was to burn down the enemy..' etlon' raged throughout Italy toes as fascist units attacked rad 

dearly being targeted in order to sasnriatal wtth the red’ workers offices of the socialist paper. The value to the stale of having From toe beginning of 1921 labour demonstrations, marches and 

ny ^ exchanges, cooperative workers’ buildings Only when the red 

associations, offices of toe work- forces resisted, did the police 
ers' press were attacked In move in • to arrest the anti-fas 
Trieste. Modena. Florence and dels 
other centres The attacks were The Italian fascist deputy Bafco 
organised with military precision; later recaled how on one of these 
relatively small numbers would occasions he informed the local 
infiltrate far larger numbers, police chief that the fascist 
launch surprise attacks and quick- squadrons required immediate 
ly dear the scene transportation to neighbouring 

On the occasions where the las- towns The police laid on a fleet of 
cists suffered a reverse, they tomes, including their own vehi- 
retumed to attack ndviduaJ work- das' Batoo and hie man mmedi 
er mutants aMy set off on a 24 hour lour of 

Grameci testified soon after the the region, torching all the local 
formation of the PCI in January centres of labour organisation 
1921. to the effectiveness of the Gramsci summarised the situs- 


fascist bigotry - b ty * e and gays tional areas of revolutionary once worked) Workers’ marches auxiliaries in its struggls against 
But this ie not the whole story assembly, bars, toe street, pubic and demonstrations were attacked working class militancy hardly 


fascism targets the entire work* way that suggested toet they too. dubs, knives and hand grenades racist agendas in contemporary 

log dess. had an authentic proletarian The ArdU mads up m aggression Germany to toe terrorising of toe 

It is to Italy tost toe fundament* identity Fascism s proletarian and military style organisation nationalist population to northern 
ank-wortang dass process can be meek' was an important siem e nt what they lacked m numbers In Ireland 
most closely observed. Italian ant- m its infiltration ol Itakan society. Milan tor exempts, m April 1919. a The mate was not toe only power 
sermusm was a late and strictly especially in toe mttttant working large workers march formed after ful aNy of the new fascist terror 
imitod development wtthto toe las- daaa ciiee of toe industrial north a social* meefing. was attacked gangs Oesptte toe defeat of the 
cot state In 1930-31. new legale- where fascism was forced, to toe as I entered tos centre of the etty workers occupation of toe facto- 
tion was passsd that actually short form, to adopt a co ttabo re by a small group of armed fas- nee to toe atttumn of 1920, huge 
strengthened the legal status ol bonier rather toan fonorMc strsl- dels Tha march was not organ- funds found their way to 
the Jewish cotmmity Only m tos egy wed lor self defence, hesitated, kfeaeottni's fascists from tos large 

summer of 1936. some 16 years The reality behind the proletarian and finaNy was forced to retreat industrialists who had seen their 
after Mussolini's takeover of the mask was ralhtr different In the When the Italian parliament capital threatened by expropria- 
stafo, did M*-tem*c legislation n turbulent conditions of the cfoss opened to December 1919 social- lion, and landowners disturbed by 
toe style of nazi Gemwiy make t struggle following the end of the let deputies were battered by fas- the new levels of militancy 
on to toe statute books war in 1918. toe Factory coun- cat equads as they toft toe buNd- amongst the agrarian poor 

Whtte Muaaokni's fascist stale osr- cits' - elected workers' commit- mg. At this time. Mussolini's 'Revolutionary action 
twtty depended on vnpenakst aid lees - nvotong some ha* rmtoon organisation numbered no more equadrone' ware formad wtth the 
racist values in its attempt to build industrial workers In the north of tan 31 taacf or branchee. and a now money fundng purchases of 
e Mediterranean and East Africa) Italy, tod a senes of strikes and total of 870 members In July arms tor toe recantty enroled ex- 
empire. racism m toe ssnta of vfo- workplace occupations These m 1920. toe Rome offices of'Avanb' officers, unemptoyod rndefie class 
lance directed agarnst an irxfiga- turn developed into effective_ 

nous minority population there- worker management of particular _ mem 

lore, played no significant part in industries. ndudng the giant Fiat Mpt \WW | 

the initial mototaatior of the fasosl concern The movement culm.- ZSSem . g Jfi . MEESSki 1 

terror gangs The essential class nated in a (defeated) general "SHSt * f 7} J •-^7“’*' M * 

dynamics ol fascism in Italy are strike m Apnl 1920, and a wide r T^» aifii 1 1' 

not masked, as in Germany by spread senes of factory occupa + fjf I 

the bunt m ideological scapegoat dons m September The *«ak W> 

racial minority The Italian government - If 

Communist these power to intervene immediately W 

year*, Anton, Crum <,o and .focisively A wr-M soviet \, ”‘ 

cam Russia m 1917 seemed poeatoie 

It is the petty bourgeoisie, espe- Fatally the Italian workers par- | _ .. m flhlr«r f" J*" 

oaky m the country areas, which ties (principally the Italian IfCSSBlJ M L J WW kC 

provides the force for fasetsm It is Socialisf Party the PSD failed to ;» • • T 

the petty bourgeoisie which has develop an aggressive strategy Ef I || ■ 

armed itself and organised itsell which would have moved the cn- ~ > M . ^ 1— 

militarily before the proletary t and sis out of the workplaces and / J ■ 

against the proletariat' aga.nst the state Eventually the V IV 

- s-vialrst-, and track' leaders M A 

"'•turn apctalist k C 

return tor promises ^ 

interests white cr.lMr workers in from the literal administration of ■ /r: ] 

highly skilled workmen and super- legaiation that wotttd regulenee a 

visory staff and in the floating system of workers control' The MCSHSSO“’TP”' 

population of those who found legislation even in a diluted form. ■ J- || || , M |' - 

only occasional work was never passed | / ■ 

True lo its ideotog^al character as Tha senes of strikes and occupa- f 1 t \ mtrnn 

a petty bourgeois cross-class lions became known as the |V >rd Mk * & 

collaborationist movement the bienmo rosso (the red years I 

Italian fascists paraded elements 1919-21) Outraged by the .rreso | W W *?“ < ^ 

of a workarlst' ideology The fas lution of the stale and panicked illDfoB ” m 

cist programme referred to the by the manifestations of worker v 5* 

creation ot national technical milrtancy anti labour milrtias bios- Mllr . 

councVs of labour industry trans somed m reaction In addrtion to ■■Ug m 

portahon etc elected by the entire Mussolini s own Combat Faacl' ;* ifB' r* Wm 

profession or trade' (combal groups), there were a CSSa I 1 k Mil ['Wfl 

The name given to this conception whole basket-full of rival tasost or fo ggy | / ■ wm 

of all elements m production proto-fascists gangs trading \ I Wt 

workers technicians and bosses under various names the 1 \ 

organised jointly m legislative Association of Italian pna^^B l VjHM J i 

councils directing each branch of Nationalists (ANli with *s para LfofgM W LJ 

industry was corporatism' All military wmg the 'Sempre ^ ^ 

these interests in theory were Pronti' the Anti-Bolihevik H 


"Whaf has bean moat surprising. Tha fascists have been abb to 
in the ctbas that have taken prey carry on thair activitias only 
to tha fascists, has baan tha becausa tans of thousands of 
absence of any sprrit ot initiative functionaries ot the State, espe- 
among tha mass of workars. In ctaby to to* public security forces 
hern cbm. at revokbonary ener- and in ha/udeiary. have become 
gy was concentrated to f» offices thair moral and material accom 
ot the Chamber ot Labour Once pines ’ 
the Chamber of Labour was hit. Ha ato explained how thair inter- 

65i5 wore mnnw] 

'These functionaries know that 
their impunity and their careers 
IS II ore closely linked to the fortunes 

55 ^ 1 , | ‘j B] ot the lasers! organisation, and 


date its pokbcal position ' 

In tha courts, anti-fascists mvart- i 
ably racaivad the heaviest san- < 
tancas available, while tha few l 
fascists who managed to gat < 


“Fascism, it must be confessed 
developed and almost had a tree 
hand because we food amongst 
tha functionaries of tha police 
Itakan hearts who refonad to see 
ua corns to ha rescue They vied 
with each other in helping the 
laser. 

Tha army too. was an important 
factor behind tha street domi 
nance of tha fascists Tha army 
Chief of Staff. General Badogko 


dants of each military district i 
ordering that demoMsed officers 
should be sent to the most impor i 
tant fascist centres where they I 
would (fired the operations of the I 
terror gangs Gramsci describes i 
the process 

In July, he War Mmstry began 
tha demobbsabon of some 00.000 
officers the demobiksed officers 
kept tour-ldhs oitheu pay. and for , 
the most part were sent to he key , 


m harmony wtthto it etc. Gramsci summarised: 

in character wtth its amphasie on 'The Feed de combattimento were trashed By toa bme, whan K yoMh and students who flocked to 
tha essential identity of all class emerged, n tha aftermath of the had become apparent that they tha faaaat causa Tha Mat actions 
interests, fascism could even [first] world war. with tha petty wars folowing toe same agenda, ol the terror squads ware Erected 
claim, as in the Italian fascist bourgeon character of he venous the A/dNf and s number of other agatost workars to toa oountrysato 
•Handbook' that: war-veteran s associations which anti-labour militias merged with as being mors isolated and trag- 

ratdmm not opposed to aoask appeared to hai panod Because Musaokni s tasosts merited than their counterparts *i 

am in itself, buffo its theoretic* ot their character of determined State agancias also put thair tha ettne Headed by toa sons o« 
and practical degeneration, the opposition to the socialist move- names down on the agenda A the large land owners who sup- 
tascut corporators have no prelu- merit .he taaa won he support ot colonel within tha Italian war plied tha arms and transport, tha 
otewe regarding s system of pro- the caprtakata and ha suhonbee * Mtototry • a mutary expert m cn* "Actfon Squadrons" earned out 
duction. As between capitalism These ware reinforced by tha war' • was commissioned to sur- terrorist actions against rad' vM- 
and communism, they prefer members of the ArdMf tha war vay tot pokbcal scene and report leges It was at this bme. in tha 
whatever system guarantees he volunteer commandos' who with a ‘detailed pbn for an anti- autumn and winter of 1920. that 
moat sbundant production ." formed an aggressive and highly soo a kti offensive’ Ha advocated aquadrtamo' gamed true polttical 
Mussobm could assure toa Italian reactionary association ot soma the recruitment of a 25.000 strong momentum Having gened expe 
worker toat 20,000 on toe fines of toe German anbfobour mita. but advwad that nanoaintoasaaartyagrananskir- 

"Nobody can dream of driving the Frei Corps Deep*# tha ooafoon of tt would be vital to supplement this mahaa. toa man odeneive began 


and became incapable ol any Again, tha colluaion was barely 
action ’ covered up Tha fascists squads 

Ha saw cfoarty who benefited based n Trent broke s strike in 


dass organisms of the proletariat local infantry company In 
benefited the capitalists, who in Bolzano toa officers of toe 232nd 
ha course of a year saw the anbie Infantry actually founded their own 
machinery of struggle ot tha laaclo' 
socialist trade unions break up Faecal acbons began to adopt a 
and km at efficacy. ' grander scale The town ot 

In tha same year. Gramsci added. Groaaato. run by a socaiet coun 
“the great Socialist Party has ctt. was terrorised by fascist gangs 
completely disintegrated ' Tha drawn from tha entire region 
bureaucratic and traditional left, many worker ware killed and 
ndudng tha newty hatched PCI. wounded, and a whole range of 
ware paralysed by tha aggressive bmttngs destroyed, nckidtog the 
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Chamber of Labour and i s oci ato l naoua Seweri n g ot toar Sbertarian 
print shop. Viterbo. another 


•orttai confiscated Turati s 
cal to “ready disarm'' had now 
bssn pul mo pradoa. but only tty 
the left, and by courtesy ot the 
pofeoa The manoeuvre deamwd 
not only toe mWant opponents ot 
fascism; l disarmed tie most bfi- 
tsr nvais of toe rstonniat located 


socialist 'stronghold' was 
attacked by faacMs from Psmgn. 
Orvteto and Roms In this case. 


The socialist deputy Matteotti. 
later to be murdered by the fas 
data, made the following state- 


tooled councils thereafter worked 
In harmony wfih the leade n ot toe 
local fascist gangs, particularly m 
fed' areas where outright fascist 
In favour of 
It is smal 
comfort to reoord tost many of the 
sooatet leaders who sat down to 


the workers organised toe town's merit in March 1921: 
defence, and repulsed the fas- *VVe must nor oursehws be pro¬ 


cists At Treviso, the pattern of 
destruction was repeated 
Gramaci wrote at the time (the 
summer of 1921) that: 

The events of Grosseto, 

Viterbo end Treviso are 
the initial phase of a new 
and definitive develop¬ 
ment of teeaem Punitive 
expeditiona by email 
bands are giving way to 

by 


voked. tor even cowardice ia a 
duty, an act ot heroism ’ 


later persecuted mercdossly once 
the Mussolini regime had been 


The socialists and the union 
bureaucracy were never to be 


The structure of toe fas¬ 
cist foross were now cor- 


Musaokni constituted he 
movement into the 


in 1921 By November of 
the same year, organeed 
by another senior army 
officer. General Gandoti. 
the fascist squads were 
effectively amalgamated 
into overtly para-military 
groups The leading light¬ 
ing units, the principl' 
were formed into sections. 


their own uniform. 
Amatory tasks were gwen 
to a second, reserve 
force, the Trairl' It was now pos¬ 
sible to undertake systematic 
occupations of red areas 
Makparte recorded that 
Thousands ol armed men. some- 
times fifteen or twenty thousand, 
poured reo a city or the vdages. 
brought m rapidly in trucks from 
one provtnoe to another ’ 

Labour exchanges, cooperative 
headquarters and workers papers 
were once again the objects of 
attack By August 1922. these 
squads had succeeded m taking 
over the socialist controlled city 
hate in Milan and Leghorn The 
offices of Avanti in Milan, and 
Lavoro in Genoa were burnt to the 
ground. In Genoa, toe port, former 
stronghold of the dock workers 
cooperatives was occupied. In a 
little over two years, the mam 



centres had been softened up to a 
degree that made the official hand 
over of stria power to Muasdni's 
fascists a possibility In October 
1922. the theatrical March on 
Rome' saw Mussolini appointed 
as head of state 

During tow period, which saw the 
enormous potential of the workers 
councils movement and the peas¬ 
ant takeovers of land battered into 
submission by the semi-state aux¬ 
iliaries of the fascist gangs the 


the state apparatus, the socialists 
had a number of opportunities to 
arm their own supporters. They 
consistently refused the offers, 
pieadmg, m the words of one his¬ 
torian. toat if was toe duly of the 
state to protect the akzeo against 
the armed attacks ot other citi- 
zens' even when the stale open¬ 
ly condoned, provisioned and 
facilitated these attacks 
In the Italian parliament, the open¬ 
ly reformist socialist leader Turati 
pleaded with Mussolini let us 
realty doarm'' They enthusiast! 
caMy supported the offer of the lib¬ 
eral prime minister. Bonomi. to 
organise the 'reconciliation’ot fas¬ 
cists and socialists Gramso. m an 
article entitled ‘The Two 
Fascisms' wrote how the urban, 
petty bourgeois wing of the fascist 
forces would always 'necessarily 
onenlate itseit towards co debo ra - 
bon with the socialists' The same 
tendencies can be seen in con¬ 
temporary fascism There is a 
socialist' wing withm fascism that 
seeks to reconcile centre/right 
labourism' with fascist forms of 
organisation Correspondingly, 
socialists' of the centre and right 
wifi always negotiate or share plat¬ 
forms with fascist interests m pref¬ 
erence to entering mo open con¬ 
flict with them In particular, they 


shaken from this attitude, even 
when events had proved beyond 
ri argument that the legal appara¬ 
tus of the state, so far from 
restraining the fascist offensive 
was actually involved m organising 
rt Gramaci protested 
‘The socialists still believe that 
they can oppose the bourgeois 
class, which organises and 
unleashed violence everywhere, 
wilh protests in Parliament and 
resolutions deplonng fascist bar- 


refused to answer the fascist 
threat in kind The union paper 

the ‘Battaglia Syndicate' assured 
its readers 

'fascism cannot m any case be 
conquered m an armed struggle 
bid only in a legal stmggb ’ 

In October 1921. Gramsci 
analysed the part the trade unions 
and the anarcho-syndicalists had 
played in the opposition to what 
he termed the ta vr i led “capitai- 


genumely revolutionary currents 
within the workers movement 
The complicity ot bureaucratic 
labour nlerests and fascism was 
repeated n Germany, and should 
not surprise anyone today 
The socialists signed a solemn 
peace pact' (petto di peclfl- 


'Trade union organisation. 
whether it had a reforms! anar¬ 
chist or syndicalist labal. had 
brought about the emergence ot a 
whole hierarchy ot greater and 


characteristics ware vanity, a 
mama tor wielding uncontrolled 
power and unrestrained dema 
gogy The most ridiculous and 
absurd role m hit whole comedy 
was played by the anarchists The 
more they ahneked at authontar,- 
antsm ha more auhortanan they 
were The more they howled 
about wanting freedom, autonomy 
and spontaneoua initiative, the 
more they aacnhced the real eri of 
the broad masses and he aponta- 


r August 1921 As Gramsci com¬ 
mented the peace pact. 

‘could not but cause the move¬ 
ment of proletarian resurgence to 
stagnate and could not but bring 
about a reorganisation of the reac¬ 
tionary elements and a new strat 
egy on heir part ‘ 

Fascist attacks continued more or 
less as before, and then intensi¬ 
fied The socialists continued to 
urge the government lo neutralise 
the fascist gangs by mass arrests 
and the forcible dissolution of 
armed centres The authorities dto 
indeed launch a number of raids 
in response to this demand 
Predictably, the pokes raids were 
exclusively dmeded against work¬ 
ers' organisations and the 
•Paoptea Houses’ (Caaaa dal 
popoto I with the result that the 
few arms available to militant 


In Milan a centre of the anti-fascist 
struggle a local socialist paper as 
late as April 1921 complained. 
there has never been any cause 
lor acts which do not reflect both 
cnnkty and good breeding Despite 
the agglomeration of workers in 
our industrial town, despite the 
various parties and political ten¬ 
dencies there has always been 
resped and consideration lor the 
ideas of others ’ 

Both the PSI and the trade union¬ 
ists m the General Confederation 
of Labour, saw themselves as 
part of the state and potentially 
as the state itself, and were 
therefore structurally incapable of 
undertaking actions in opposition 
to its authority The actual state 
however regarded the fascists as 
auxiliaries operating on its own 
agenda In this situation, only the 
autonomous and direct action of 
the workers organisations them 
selves could have blocked fascist 
control of the streets and thereby, 
the entire capitalist offensive 
One large scale attempt at organi¬ 
sation along the knes of workers 
direct action squads did take 
place Militants drawn from a 
range ot tendencies including rev¬ 
olutionary syndicalists, left social¬ 
ists. communists etc . were 
involved in the formation of an 
anti-lasast mkto the Ardttf dai 
popoto The Ardlti dal popoto 
formed spontaneously, outside the 
traditional structures of the unions 
and the left, and from Apnl 1920. 
grew rapidly The organisation 
began in Rome, where it was 
formed by a number of demo¬ 
bilised ex-sorters In many areas 
if was based on the ‘Rad Guard' 
units which had been formed dur¬ 
ing the ‘red yeara' 1919-20. to 
protecl the occupied factories It 
quickly took root m militant work¬ 
ing class communities throughout 
Italy 

The Ardftl squads look names 
according to local inclinations In 
Genoa for example, there were 


Lanin’ and Trotsky' squads, a 
‘Tolstoy* squad, and a group 
which called itself “ Nothing to 
baa" In otoer areas, a atogla uni 
was formed consisting of revoiu- 
tlonsriss of all tendencies 
Gramsci daacrtbsd toe movement, 
and the great enthusiasm with 
wNch the llrwt appaaranoaa of he 
Ardlti del popob were greeted", 
in contrast to 'social democratic 

pacmsm [wmcnj Ofwy DBfXrtWB Urn 
fascist movement" As ha wrote a 
few months later 
IT it true that aodabta too. .took 
part in the creation of tha tint 
nuclei of the Ardftl del popob it 
ia naverthebaa certain that the 
i$gnrrung speeo wwi much am fir 
batrve spread was not he reeuS of 
a general plan prepared by the 
Socialist Party, but was simply 
due to the generalised state ot 
mnd ot the country - he deems lo 
rise up in arms which was smoul¬ 
dering among toe broad masses 
The organisation was immsdwtefy 
denounced and bad mouthed by 
the left Its leaders were accused 
of being police spies (though no 
evidence then or since has ever 
emerged ot any police or state 
penetration). Tha socialist paper 
Avanti. toon to be smashed by 
the action of tha fascist tarror 
gangs, reported in July 1921. that 
The Ardlti del popob perhaps 
has the duaton that it can dam up 
the armed movement of he reac¬ 
tion * 

As an alternative to erditismo 
(•quartern), the Soaatet Party, m 
signing the peace pact* with the 
fascists, announcing that it was 
happy to take the opportunity of 
•repudiating the organisation and 
acta ot the Ardlti del popob’ 
declaring that the Socialist Party 
was completely 'separate from he 
organisations and work of tha 
Ardlti del popob’ 

The Communists were at first 
equivocal In July 1921. Gramsci 
wrote: 

’Are the communists opposed lo 
the Ardlti del popob movement* 
On the contrary thsy want the 
arming of the pmbtanal. the cre¬ 
ation at an armed proletarian force 
which is capable ot defeating he 
bourgeoisie 

Yet xnpnsoned withm the central¬ 
ism and Kteoiogtoal constraints of 
the PCI apparatus, he stopped 
short of outright endorsement 
Despite Gramsci s initial if guard¬ 
ed enthusiasm, the Communists 
too. were soon alleging that the 
Ardlti del popoto contained 
‘doubltut elements lacking class 
consciousness' Only toe ideology 
cally pure could be permitted to 
tight the fascists 

Despite the numbers of commu¬ 
nists involved m its original forma¬ 
tion. the commumsl leadership 
soon perceived a threat to their 
own authonty Although verbally 
committed to a violent response to 
fascist provocations the Party 
ordered their members to leave 
the organisation threatening The 
most severe proscriptions' against 
those who refused The 
Communists formed separate 
•Communist Squadrons’ ot their 
own. calling for anti-fascist unity 
Mnina uw cofTKTtuniwi. 

In obedience lo party discipline. 
Gramsci appears to have gone 
along with this kne. al least m pub¬ 
lic His real attitude at the time is 
spelt out m a speech he gave to 
the Party's Lyon Congress in 
January, 1926 

’fall] tactics which induce the 
masses lo passivity are to be con¬ 
demned Bui precisely this 
occurred m 1921-2. as a result ot 
the party leadership s attitude on 
the question ot the Ardlti del 
popob That tactic, even don he 
one hand it corresponded to the 
need to prevent the party mem¬ 
bers from being controlled by a 
leadership that was no! the party 's 
leadership, on the other hand 
served to disqualify a msss 
movement which hsd sterted 
from babw and which could have 
been exploded by us politically ’ 
(RA's emphasis) 

Gramsci thus acknowledged that 
the Ardtb del popob represented 
a real movement ol the class, 
which although it inevitably took 
the initial form of ‘aquaddisl’ 
actions, presented the opportuniy 
to build a genuine mass move 
merrt dedicated to confrontational 
activity with tha fascists and tha 
interests they fought for He con¬ 



cludes that tha 
Communist party's 
actual policy, of 
demanding mass' 
action under their own 
leadership n the cru¬ 
cial period 1921-22. 

‘only led to passivity 
and inaction’ 

These ‘theoretical' 
lessons can be reed 
directly in the actual 
events leading to the 
fascist seizure of 
power In Italy. 
Disowned and 
obstructed by toe two 
principal proletarian 
parlies, the Ardlti del popob 
became a real force in only a few 
towns. By the autumn of 1921. 
ostracised by toe tail, is numbers 
hsd dwindtod to around 5,000 In 
isolated squads. ardU b mci could 
only provide a temporary answer 
to the faacot/capialisi offensive 
The backing of capitatet interests 
srvd the state for toe (ascot terror 
gangs would in the long run prove 
decisive. Yet had its miMant pok 
das of direct action been adopted 
by the supporters of the 'revolu¬ 
tionary' parties (the PSI gained 
over 1.5 mitton votes m 1921). toe 
fascist gangs and their atari ales 
could have been effectively con¬ 
fronted 

In Parma for example, m August 
1922. a couple of months before 
the fascist takeover, the working 
class population of the city, under 
the leadership of the Ardlti del 
popoto. succeeded n battering a 
military-style attack by several 
thousand fascists due to the tact, 
as emphasised by one historian, 
that the defence was also * con¬ 
ducted according to military 
methods" As i was. wherever the 
fascist squadrons attacked a par¬ 
ticular ‘red* locality in tha absence 
of opposition organised by the 
Ardlti dal popob they encoun 
tered only fragmented and direc¬ 
tionless resistance 
For appearances sake however, 
the left had to seem to be doing 
something, however marginal lo 
the real situation In the wake of a 
fascist 'punitiva expeditions' 
against red centres, left politicians 
steadfastly refused to call tor 
counterattacks and insisted that 
the homes of known fascists were 
to be respected Instead, they 
called for 'general protest stakes’ 
designed lo force the authorities 
to talk with them The (tecussions 
that followed degenerated to the 
levels of black farce The same 
authorities that the left pleaded 
with to stop the fascist attacks 
were involved up to the hit m facil¬ 
itating and encouraging the very 
same attacks Moreover the onfy 
group to profit from the strikes 
were the fascists themselves 
They seized the opportunity to 
protect the scabs who worked 
through the protests, and to target 
and attack those who joined A 
united front consisting of the lead¬ 
ers of the principal trades unions 
the AUeanza del lavoro’ (Workers 
Alliance), called for anti fascist 
demonstrations on 1 May 1922 
The government banned any 
marches, so the organisers con 
tented themselves with a number 
ol rallies instead Large numbers 
ot workers turned out. without 
being organised for any offensive 
or as Gramsci complained even 
any defensive action 
The strength of the workers' 
movement especially m the north¬ 
ern industrial areas ot Italy was 
shown even after the fascist 
takeover, by the continued resis¬ 
tance and underground organise 
lion of anti-fascist groups m these 
areas Even after some twenty 
years of fascist rule the re-emer 
gence of toe anti-fasasi forces m 
the partisan movement that swept 
through Italy in the latter stages of 
the war. demonstrates the exis¬ 
tence of the vast offensive poten¬ 
tial withm the Italian working class 
m the years 1920-22 
At the end ot July 1922. as the 
culmination of their strategy, the 
left reformists caked a nationwide 
general strike A number ot partial 
‘general’ strikes having failed it 
was concluded that a full blast 
general stnke must be the solu 
bon The stnke was not designed 
to hrf cfcrectty at the fascists - how 
could it unless remforoed by simul¬ 
taneous direct action? • but in 
order to exert pressure upon the 


constitutional authorities The 
oftjocl m ted. wea to defend toe 
bourgeon repubkc The minor (to¬ 
asters ot tha partial 'general' 
strikes were magnified mrio a cat¬ 
astrophe tor toe labour movement 
Once agaai. laced wih no opposi¬ 
tion. the fascist organisations 
mobilised middto class scabs to 
run essential servioes and estab¬ 
lished their mastery of the streets 
m all the major towns and cities 

TV. r f n |. n . m . |, — a, .. fi iSkA 
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ers themselves demoralised and 
toe riacirii finely assured toatno 
independent movement ot the 
working class was capable of 
standing against them In 
Mussokns words 

’ll the three secretaries ol the 
AAance ol Labour had been three 
of the most fanatical fascists, they 
could not have rendered a greater 
semx to the cause ol Italian fas¬ 
cism' 

When the total ^adequacy of the* 
tactics became undeniable, the 
left simply adopted the ostrich 
position ‘Fascist threat? Wa 
see no fascist threat' The PSI 
insisted that the fascist menace 
was minimal, due to Its poor 
•vn of npfwtmroon in pinir 
moot! Al the end ol July 1922. toe 
PSl's leader. Turati. went to the 
King to "remind him that he she 
supreme defender ot the 
Constitution . and beg him not to 
do a deal with the fascists The 
communists, led by BorcAga justi¬ 
fied thee position by ns*stmg that 
ai forms of bourgeois government 
were as bad as each other, 
whether democratic' or fascist 
They argued that the advance of 
fascism would lead to the expo¬ 
sure of the socialists as props of 
the bourgeois regime, and to the 
mass defection of thee supporters 
to the communists themselves 
In 1922. Bonfega was ali insisting 
at the party s second Congress, 
that since the fascists were in 
essence no different from the 
other bourgeois parties, they 
would inevitably form a coalition ol 
toe usual centre right kind To he 
credrt, Gramsci from the begnmng 
had appreciated that in reality, the 
fascists represented a threat of a 
qualitatively new kind In place of 
igbtm MdMtoed through the 
mechanisms of bourgeois 
demo c racy, he saw that the fas 
cats fought tor toe stabilisation ot 
capitalism through the elimina¬ 
tion of tha mechanisms of 
democracy. On the very eve of 
the fascist s March on Roma' 
the takeover ol power - the secre¬ 
tariat ot the PCI issued a state¬ 
ment damning that "the March on 
Rome wik never take place ’ The 
next day. Mussolini was the new 
head of the government Italy was 
about to become the first avowed¬ 
ly totalitarian' stale m history 
What is most striking in the fae¬ 
cal's nse to power m these years, 
is its ahoer speed. In January 

1921. the delegates to the PSI 
conference, lorced by the new 
fascist threat to relocate, thought it 
unnecessary, or perhaps dataste 
ful. to mention the tad In October 

1922. they formed the govern¬ 
ment The existing parallels 
between the fascist s strategy 
today on the one hand, and the 
response ot the conservative left 
and its fallow travellers in tha 
'monitoring projects', ‘commu¬ 
nity associations petty bour¬ 
geois medu-orientated alliances 
etc hardly need underlining It a 
as it the history of fascism had 
never bean written But as 
Gramsci despamngjy remarked 
“hlatorv teachaa but ft has no 
pupils.'' 
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tude Gerry posal to Ml up the committee 
Adams said was ‘cbar evidence ot th a 
The British igua/id dee/ struck between 
government Maror and unormb at fie time ct 
has been fie Maastricht vob 
leas than Vu*s obviously the BrStah gov- 
truthful m its emment is not serious about 


W 23 year old IRA voiun- were a back-up to 
taor. earned a bomb no this militia, the 
Frtnefs hsh shop on Bedaat's leaders and mem- 
Shankhi Road on Saturday 23 bars of loyalist 
October 1983 neflhsr he nor tie death squads 


dispatches 

from a war zone 


load that the device would from dvttan casu- I 
explode prematurely killing 10 alties but the I 
innocent people snd injuring enemy. The IRA I 
many more. When the smoke has the most to ■ 
cleared. Thomas Begley lay lose when it kills 
among the deed. dvdans as tie migN 

Many people will say that of stale propaganda 
Thomas Bootsy' Begley can can be levelled at 
hardy be calad an Innocent vto- them by a media 
im. but I Thomas and Ns oom- which allows no 
radee hod got deer of tie area recourse for sxpie- 
none of ttoae who were so tragi- nation . No one can 
caty caught m the blast would condone the dekber 
have died. The target of ate bombing of a 
Thomas’s Active Service Unit civilian target, but 


fire. It d my that ol hie parly. In return the 
understand- unkrbab ate given greater Indu¬ 
ing that bofi enoe In hom Brbam tuna fiiaeoo- 
Mr Major and nomc alum it seeks to ebvab to 
Mr May hew fie statue ol a nation, 
are fully ‘Mr Major has evidently put 
amaiectfie peace in Ireland m hook to union- 
substance ol let votes at toaarmnolor 
my discus- 'This a not fie may forward It 
aions with cannot bring peace The Irish 
John Hume peaoe daks holds out fie tret 
They have real hope tor peace in tmo and a 
chosen to play hall decades of British failure 
politics with The British government should 
fimtfiaSve grasp fim opportunity' 

•This Is rv p'* * ou,d *° *••• 10 
shameful L^rememberettksstegethat 


r« f/jjy 


of the UOAAJFF and thaw poRb- bombing was nel- 
cal counterparts the UDP who ther deliberate or 
were mssbng in toe UPA head- aimed at civilians, 
quarters above Frizzells shop. Those who were 
Among those attending the meeting above 
meekng was Johnny ‘Mad Dog' Frizzefs shop were 
Adair, a known UFF psychopath not innocent civil- 
who has openly boasted to the lane. They were tie 
Brush press of being peraonaly men who planned 
reaponotoie lor tie murders o(12 and carried oM mur- 
taiga' (a derogatory protested derous attacks on 
word for innocent catholics) and innocent catholic 
that the murder gang which he civilians. No one on 
heads could claim responsibility the FaRs celebrated 
for the deaths of eight other the Shankhill 


tragedy ol fia attempt at talcs amce the conBct 
conflict lor fie started Yet when the olive 
people in branch is offered me Brfah gov- 
Ireland. It is emment dismisses it and goes 
especially out of R» way to appease union- 
shameful ism. 

because it Ian Paisley and his cohorts have 
appears that taken every opporurty to attack 
fie only poaai- John Hume tor meeting with 
Me reason tor Gerry Adams. They say that by 
the British talking to a spokesperson tor 
refusal to Terrorists' John Hulme is every 
respond is bit as bad as the IRA. But it 
Major’s wasn't too many years ago that 
dependency fie big man Nmeof was consori- 
on the ing with paramilitaries As Joe 
Unionists and Hendron of tie SOLP ports od, 
the Tory gov- The Mat 20 years have been Hh 
emment s tered with examples of certain 
wwhtockngto unMatpomdansdealingrtrect- 
power tywtfifoyatatparammanea 

•Patrick from the workers strike ol fie 
Mayhem has seventies to the present day. H 
been lees than waanl loo long ago fiat the so- 
honest on caked Third Force was peradfig 
other issues on the hrkside waving firearms 
also If his certificates alongside elected 


catholics, were also respon 23 We all to U 

sible fonnjunng many more m at see peace At f \ jCMililpl : TBBaBPffl 

least 73 further murder bids and Bootsy Begley s If T*T 1L ^ H 

’ 1 * r riM J 

and arson attacks 100 

TO* Republican m-wom-nt poo, ir,r^] i, ; .r a^e MB WpijP 

?■ *r... Shankhill tragedy were just and astmglfl * " 

nnfj.igt'd a .ii t.ii->. Adi ;.im< <• a- d '• I I 1 ’•' 

ciemocratK; nationalist politicians peace ni the van ■ . . „ &l MSmL sPMMt 

(the only talks taking place m th© quished The ■■ 1 , 

si* counties since the Unionist Unionists have«P jBB' 

veto ot at talks where there were always had the! fP9 J , 

cathode representatives or mem- majority here and [ ^ 

bars of the 26 Courses govern- pnor to 1968 and the A ,, Qwina » or bne j diplomatic pause aher the Downing Street declaration. Jot the Brt coniioiled 

ment) emergence of the Hath —B ft h r* »*ht ByjBMB * MBBOQ ^ 

The Shankhill Road bombing Civil Rights Man on right standing jauntily sports a British Army asm SABO rite, 

was taken on by the Ballast Movement they ran ^ 

Brigade IRA only after repeated therr state at a bigoted and sec- loyahst attacks M spurring them Fein representatives who thing and say so. 

cals by a frightened and belea- tanan manner It was a state on with phrases such as '. .. appealed tor calm Respondingi to 

guered catholic populace had modelled on South Africa's when fie bomba start gomg olf m If mere e indeed coRuaron and al mar aocusabon 

urged them to stem the apartheid system with catholics Dubkn. as they do m Belfast and the evidence ports to *. what • Chomhairla m 

UOA/UFF/UVF murder canpaign being the downtrodden London, then they will under- the reason for a? Could I be that McGueineea said 

which has been in operation Unfortunately, the present day stand ../Sma* wonder men mat John Mafor and Ns government ‘John Hume an 

smee Brian Nelson, loyalist mur- Unionist leadership would have the UFF/UVF attacks on have no real mtereal m peace in are kaenng a to 

derer/MIS spy and gun-runner this system back again tomor- catholics intensified We even Ireland? One has only to look at a» vrotencattrt 

supplied the deem squads with a row. hence their reluctance to had Hugh Annesly. the RUC how many MPs are present in p0 * l ™ r **P 0 2* 

consignment ot automatic talk to anyone but themselves Chief Constable, go onto lelevi- chambers during any of ** WcmfieBri 

weapons rocket launchers and % A ihen it emerged that sion and lei us that although toy- Thursday s Northern Ireland would transform me sauaaon 

ammunition from South Africa lA/John Hulme. the SDIP akst attacks had intensified con- Question Time' Apart from the TUtmlMngrmpfill^ 

wtth the knowledge and blessing V ¥ leader, was talking to siderabty the IRA remained the Irish MPs. members ol the Niy. Mr Major, firm 'Afscoo 
of his British Intelligence mas- Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein maxi enemy and that loyahst ler- Northern Ireland Office and a lew Gerry Adems appeal.^has i 

tem leader, the loyalists began keien- ronsm was only reactive to IRA oppostoon members the place a sen to imbed fia pthac an 

The IRA and I NLA have always ing to Messrs Paisley, attacks smpty boe * 9 

had a policy of not bemg drawn Molyneaux and company and WSh the loyahst murders, murder When John Hume caRed lor me peace vmaave. 

into a sectarian war To enter behaved there would be a umled bds and arson attacks mcreas British government to respond "Contrary to Ma/ors comm 

rto sectarian engagement would Ireland by the end of the week mg so too dto the allegations ot quickly to the Hume/Adams mi- tm fibafie tanc^ahemt 

in no way benefit the IRA or and they'd all be butchered m loyalist/secunty lorce collusion dative on Thursday 21 October. ^ckmarT It seeks to add 

INIA It would however benefit their beds The unionists used How come there was a heavy Patrick Mayhew (signed igno- the underlying causes and i 

the British war machine greatly the talks to justify thee rnym of a poiice/military presence in an ranee of what Hume and Adams gests a P/ocaas which 

They could sit back and let the pan-nabonahet front (a myth also area pnor to loyahst attack? On had been decussmg In Cyprus secure a demikbnsation ot 

protestant and catholic working used by the UFF/UVF to justify one occasion the New Barnsley John Major accused Adams of situation, leading to a las 


twit, cathode and dsaenler ahke played mev Orange Card* to get After this attack, the gunmen s 
There are a lot of people at home government backmg. In the past car drove past a heavdy-manned 
and abroad who. thanks to state- it has mostly been pohbcai. beck- and fortified police station the 
run media and censorship, ing the government on certain occupants of which could hartfy 
believe mat there is already a issues and the British govern- have failed to hear the gunfire 
sectarian war raging here ment reciprocating when neces- wtvch happened 200 yards from 
Figures released of thoee kiled sary Today, however, the them 
here, protestant and catholic. Unionists have emberasaed and The collusion theories gained 
makes no mention of the fact mat bloodied the Tory government's momentum when a British eol- 
the majority of those kMed by the noses so many times that their dier on mobile petrol m Ardoyne 
IRA were not kJRed for me* re*- orange card does not wield the opened fire indiscriminately on 
gion but because they were power N once did. but there are mourners outside Thomas 
members of the British army of many cards m the deck Begley’s home One avian was 

occupation or of tie UOR/RIR or Even before the Hume/Adams wounded and others treated for 
RUC/RUC Reserve, members of talks had begun Paisley had shock when for no apparent tee- 
an armed rNMtta nfamous for the been decrying secret talks' son the soldier cut loose wtm two 
harassment, threatening, beating between the Tory government bursts from Ns atAomabc rtRe. A 
and In many cases murder of the and tie IRA. We had people Hke confront a bon wkh tvs and other 
Cathode populace Many others John Taylor not only excusing patrols was only averted by Sinn 


Select Committee on Northern 'peacekeepers' in the Irish con- 
Ireiwid Thrs has been a Unionist fket Mayhew's unilateral dedara- 
demand for years and e seen as tion m response to the Adams 
a further integration of the Six propaganda coup to push ahead 
Counties into the British state wrm tie Unrorset agenda makes 
British Labour MPs complained a mockery of the Dowrsng Street 
that mis move was very much Declaration and their daim to be 
•part ol fie dear the government nmMral and have no seRlsh rter- 
has struck with the Official eat in Ireland The tragedy e that 
Umonots in July to secure the* al tie people of tie Sn Counties 
votes in Weetrrxnsler The axdu- are paying wtth their lives the 
sion order served on Gerry price of tiis hypoensy 
Adams by the Home Secretary 
on 18 October for an xidefinile MCofins 
period e also part of tiat deal BedaeL 
Sinn Fein Party Chairperson 
Tom Hartley said that the pro- 
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S ome readers of Red 
Action will be ewere 
that members of RA 
have contributed a number of 
articles to the Journal ‘Open 
Polemic' (OP). OP was 
founded by a group of shell¬ 
shocked Stalinists after the fan 
of the communist empires in 
Russia and Eastern Europe 
I fw poffucii regimes mey nao 
oevoieo ineir lives io oe»ena- 
mg ley In ruins. The workers, 
supposedly the ruling class’ 
within these regimes, drin’t lift 
a finger to save them. 

The Open Polemic project 
was a product of this demoral¬ 
isation. Due to the allegedly 
‘anti-sectarian' nature of the 
organisation, much of its busi¬ 
ness had to be conducted in 
public In this way. the history 
of OP provides a rare opportu¬ 
nity to see the inner workings 
of the ‘democratic centralist' 
structure favoured by Stalinist. 
Leninist and Trotskyist organi¬ 
sations of all complexions 
OP's opening edition, like a 
penitent sinner, acknowledged 
the need for the ‘fundamen¬ 
tals' of Marxism-Leninism, “to 
be subject to assessment and 
elaboration * The general brief 
of the journal was to con- 
tribute to the formation of a 
‘Party of a New Type’ by 
means of: 

The integration of the revolu¬ 
tionary movement through 
the publication of theoretical 
elaborations that sharpen the 
polemic around contemporary 
revolutionary questions ’ 

The editorial board empha¬ 
sised its independence pledg¬ 
ing. 

7 OP) will not intervene in the 
movement in any way other 
than by facilitating theoretical 
and political discussion across 
the movement." 

The editorial board of OP 
believed that m "marked con¬ 
trast" to other organisations, 
its own. 

"approach to the integration of 
the revolutionary movement is 
essentially nonexclusive, pre¬ 
cisely because it is not 
attempting to...pre-judge 
which organisations, groups 
or individuals are revolution- 
ary,.: 

All OP wanted to do. was to 
"distinguish the revolutionary 
from the reformist". Brave 
words. OP has indeed sue- 
c 06000 in oistinguisning rtvo* 
lutionaries from reformists • 
but hardty in the sense which 
its editorialising envisaged So 
far from founding "a party of a 
new type", the editors have 
tailed even to establish a jour¬ 
nal of a new type 
Red Action's contributions to 
the project - always conceived 
as being in the nature of a 
Trojan horse, or as it turned 
out, a boisterous cuckoo in 
the Stalinist nest - began as a 
response to a long keynote 
article of immense conde¬ 
scension by one Jan Wachla 
Wachla is a founding member 
of the OP project. To 
Wachla's credit, the article 
concentrated on isolating 
Ireland as the key issue facing 
British revolutionaries. 
for white communists living in 
Britain this (revolutionary) 
bloodying can only be possi¬ 
ble through integrating our¬ 
selves fully into the anti-impe- 
nalisl struggle of the Irish rev¬ 
olutionary nationalists ’ 

Irish revolutionary democracy. 
Wachla continues, is "the 
major political force m the pro- 
Marian revolution in Britain " 
Wachla condemns the ideo¬ 
logically orientated 
‘Proletarian* group (now 
defunct) for missing. 

"The first vital step on the revo¬ 
lutionary road in this country - 

|k A | nnnfcnnlinfi imm M.llk. 
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nalist occupation of Ireland." 
As a consequence. "Us bright 
middle class 

addvtm...inevitably fed prey to 
quirky personality squabbles ." 


CUCKOO IN 
THE NEST 


He compares the downfall of 

«aa-■-*- 1 -» 1. ww-« a rtPirxn 

rrOWIiflin 10 nfu MCffOft 

RA being the polar opposite, 
in Wachla's view, of the 
'Proletarian' approach 

‘It is ironic that an organisa¬ 
tion that has the least respect 
for the Leninist concept of the 
party of a new type has per¬ 
haps made the greatest 
progress m raising the revolu¬ 
tionary consciousness' of its 
members The organisation I 
refer to goes by the name of 
Red Action, an apt name per¬ 
haps when one considers Red 
Action's preoccupation of 
getting stuck in' to fascist 
groups' 

Wachla goes on to dismiss 
RA's "theoretical denuncia¬ 
tions’ of Leninism in a man¬ 
ner typical of the snobbery of 
this type of bumptious middle 
dess Marxist' 

"Red Action seems content to 
wallow' on the fringes of the 
first stage of cognitive devel¬ 
opment with little apparent 
interest in raising themselves 
to a theoretical plane..." 

How far Wachla has raised 
himself on the theoretical 
plane, plebian readers are 
supposed to infer from the 
gruesomety pretentious title of 
the piece experiments est 
optime rerum maglstre'. 
Wachla's proclaimed intention 
to address the “class of 
advanced workers", presum¬ 
ably refers to the advanced 
Latin class 

On the other hand. Wachla 


the basis of revolutionary 
praxis' 

Yet: 

"For all their denunciations of 
Leninism, it is the comrades 
of Red Action that seem less 
preoccupied with these out¬ 
moded agendas. To the revo¬ 
lutionary left it must be said: 
By our tad sentences so shall 
we be judged." 

Without endorsing the roman¬ 
tic flourish of Wachla a cianon 
call, (the point is to stay out of 
iaM as far as possible) there is 
certainly more truth in it than 
not. Of all revolutionary organ¬ 
isations currently on the 
British left. Red Action could 
be content with judgements 
made on such a basis 
Wachla makes the pertinent 
comment: 

"Yet notone of Britain's revo¬ 
lutionary vanguards can boast 
that it has. even one of its 
comrades rotting in a Bntish 
jail for the 'crime' of opposing 
the British occupation of 
Ireland" 

Wachla should check his 
facts 

Wachla’s smug complacency 
as self-appointed guardian of 
the flame of ‘scientific 
socialism’ [sic] blinds him to 
the almost comic aptness of 
his analysis of ‘Proletarian's 
failings to the situation of OP 
itself. Wachla chides 
Proletarian' for "placing con¬ 
sciousness before matter ". tor 
failing to confront - in reality ■ 
the Bntish state" And what do 


never tire of divorcing them¬ 
selves from the content of 
Leninism have also seriously 
engaged the issues of the 
communist movement in a 
healthy Leninist spirit the edi¬ 
torial board has continued to 
publish their contributions as a 
way of sharpening our own 
communist understanding of 
the key relation between parly 
and dass". 

But with the first shockwaves 
of the communist collapse 
having died away. Mr Hyde 
was becoming restless; the 
old Stalinist reflexes were 
preparing to lash out 
In edition no.1 of OP. the edi¬ 
torial board had reassured its 
readers of the purity of its 
intentions in merely. 
"stimulating a demand from 
the members of the various 
lcommunist) organisations for 
an honest polemic between 
those organisations we have 
no pretensions to forming yet 
another organisation from this 
project." 

In edition no.8. Open Polemic 
says that it has now formed 
an ‘Association of 
Communists for Revolutionary 
Unity* (ACRU). What a turnup 
OP complain 

fhe deeply fragmented state 
of the revolutionary movement 
mto a plethora of hostile frag¬ 
ments. each with its own cen¬ 
tralist discipline, loomed large 
concerning a working constitu¬ 
tion tor the Association ‘ 

In their founding statement. 



The reel reason *nr the nmrrtir™ of Red Action 1 very mtwN sod lamAsr to regular readers of RA. The Marxist 
dictatorship of the Proietanet and the Leninist party dtctatonhe art two o o m p l aNty different Bungs' 


feels able to enthusiastically 
patronise Red Action'a "prac¬ 
tical activities on the streets of 
Britain that makes their organ¬ 
isation of particular signifi¬ 
cance. " Wachla concludes 
‘Despite their avowed con¬ 
tempt for Leninism, organisa¬ 
tions like Red Action have 
the potential to produce com¬ 
rades that win be amongst the 
first m this country to come to 
a profound understanding of 
Lenin's revolutionary practice 
- tar more likely than 
Proletanan s esoteric schol¬ 
ars." 

This is the crux of the matter. 
Would the pressures generat¬ 
ed by practical activities in 
confrontation with the state 
and the fascist enemies of the 
working class push Red 
Action in a Leninist direction, 
as Wachla theorises? Or 
could it be that this revolution¬ 
ary practice would push the 
organisation In the opposite 
direction? 

Wachla contends that: 
"Nowhere can It be said that 
British revolutionary organisa¬ 
tions have seized upon the 
question of British imperial¬ 
isms bloody role m Ireland as 


we read in the Op leaflet 
reproduced in edition (no.8)? 
"The political struggle of Open 
Polemic has been first and 
foremost, of a theoretical 
nature ..." 

First and last, more like it. 

This already amounts to a suf¬ 
ficient condemnation of the 
Open Polemic’ project 
Worse was to come Despite 
the characteristically self-con¬ 
gratulatory. liberal tone of pro¬ 
nouncements such as this: 
"The Journal Open Polemic is 
at the service of the move¬ 
ment. its columns open to all 
those organisations with the 
courage and integrity to 
advance and defend their ide¬ 
ological and political positions 
before the movement - as a 
whole" 

there remained the deep, 
deep suspicion that a Stalinist 
outfit such as OP would 
always, sooner or later, revert 
to type 

For a while, the liberal Dr 
Jekytl appeared to be in con¬ 
trol of his demonic alter ego. 
the Stalinist Mr Hyde 
Soothing words were still 
being uttered in OP no.5: 
"Ironically Red Action, who 


the scientific socialists of OP 
proclaimed its continuing sup¬ 
port for The fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism’ 
First amongst these princi¬ 
ples. OP listed “fhe political 
and organisational principle 
of democratic centralism." 
In Op no.8, they ask whal 
"what form of organisation is 
best suited" to the new 
‘Association’ they had 
declared they would never 
form. OP answers 
"Quite clearly, not a democ- 
riTiC Cwnlrmnmi On# . 

Having chided other Stalinist 
and Leninist organisations for 
being. 

"prone in varying degrees, to 
an authoritarian stress on 
centralism at the expense of 
inner party democracy" 
m OP no.8. the same editonal 
board disarmingly informs us 
that. 

‘We toyed (f) with various 
models of participatory 
democracy. . .(but) The solution 
that kept presenting itself (f) 
was centralism without 
apology. 

Democratic centralism would 
be a (quote) "luxury". 

"For those who howl for more 


formal democracy, we can 
only sympathise and say look 

Bloody hen. they don't care do 
they? 

The bankruptcy of the Leninist 
and Stalinist traditions being 
so complete, no amount of 
subjective hand-wringing, 
breast-beating etc , as to the 
necessity of openness, unity 
and so on in the wake of the 
traumatic collapse of existing 
Stalinism, could defeat the 
objective logic of vanguard 
organisation and structure. 
OP say they have no intention 
of forming a new organisation 
But they do OP say they have 
no intention of suppressing 
Tn6 democratic element witnin 
a ‘democratic centralist* 
structure. But they do. They 
could do no other 
Specific organisational struc¬ 
tures are not neutral as 
between competing social 
forces They incorporate 
social dynamics which first 
stultify, then defeat, any and 
all inconsistent subjective 
intentions of the individuals 
within them Even the sincere 
ones. That is why Marx 
famously insisted that the 
institutions of bourgeois 
democracy must be 
'smashed', not taken over 
The ideological and historical 
essence of Stalinist structures 
being authontarian. sectarian 
and centralist, the intentions 
of individuals who stand out¬ 
side them, dissolve like spring 
snow once they go back 
inside 

Regrettably for those already 
dizzy from this ideological 
merry-go-round, the turn¬ 
abouts don’t stop there The 
editorial board also 
announced in OP no.8. that 
contributions from Red 
Action, despite their "healthy 
Leninist spmt’ would no longer 
be accepted Red Action pos¬ 
sessed the best track record 
of any of the contnbutors. both 
in respect of the number of 
articles submitted, including 
the only contribution on 
Ireland, and the quantity of the 
discussion generated in 
response Why. after seven 
issues, the last six of which 
were dominated by Red 
Action contnbutions. and dis¬ 
cussions around the agenda 
set by Red Action, was the 
decree of exile imposed? 
Precisely because the cuckoo 
got too big for the nest It was 
taking over RA replied in full 
to every attempt to repress its 
insistence on the mdispens- 
ability of Marxist principles, 
even in a journal avowedly 
hostile to its politics In 
announcing their suspension' 
of further Red Action articles. 
OP omit to tell its readers that 
two RA contnbutions. contrary 
to publicly declared editorial 
policy, have already been 
suppressed The editors of 
OP loftily claim that Red 
Action have ‘opted out" from 
the dispute Bollocks We wos 
pushed 

Ostensibly. OP maintains that 
RA are now revealed as 
'Utopians'. So why is RA 
now. in the opinion of OP. 
utopian ? Because RA's 
contributions were Increas¬ 
ingly orientated around the 
political principles of Marx 
himself. For the ‘marxlst- 
leniniets' this is heresy Red 
Action apart, contributors to 
OP almost never talk about or 
quote Marx • always Lenin 
The Marxist dictatorship of 
the proletariat' and the 
Leninist party dictatorship, are 
two completely different 
things. 

The reason OP itself gives tor 
its charge of utopianism' 
reveals this very dilemma. 
They continue 

"Revolution m the 20th centu¬ 
ry becomes not just a matter 
of mobilising the working class 
against capitalism, but rather 
of defeating the imperialist 


ideology of social democracy 
wnrtin me wonung cfsss Lmw) 
was n a position to grasp this 
new reality, whereas Marx 
was not." 

For OP. Marx was living in a 
'simpler' world than Lenin. 
The implication (whether fuMy 
realised by OP or not) is that 
since Lenin lived in a more 
complex world. Leninist 
thought is also more complex 
than 'eirnpie' Marxism 
Marx if anything, actually lays 
the opposite, class divisions 
(though not the 'world') 
become 'simpler' with the 
development of capitalism, not 
the reverse Marx refers to the 
"simplification of class antago¬ 
nisms" that work to. 

"reduce the whole of society 
to the simple opposition 
between a class of capitalists 
and a class of propertyless 
workers" 

This tendency. Marx felt, 
would eventually lead to "the 
development of the naked 
conflict between capital and 
labour ‘ 

Second, any organisation that 
can claim that Marx was 
•unaware" of the the divisions 
and imperialist ideology' of 
the working class, disqualifies 
itself as marxist. A short 
selection ol key passages 
from both Marx and Engels 
serves to kick this particular 
'simplification' into touch 
How well this analysis of 
imperialist ideology within the 
working class" has stood the 
course of time hardly needs 
emphasising 
Take this from Engels 
The English proletanat is actu¬ 
ally becoming more and more 
bourgeois . For a nation that 
exploits the whole world this is 
of course fo a certain extent 
justifiable' 

For in these imperialist con¬ 
ditions. English workers "gaily 
share the feast of England s 
monopoly of the world market 
and the colonies * 

These leatures. so bluntly and 
sharply stated, are the precise 
developments that the 'scien¬ 
tific socialists' of OP blithely 
declare Marx to have been 
"unaware or 

What underlies OP's egre- 
giously mistaken allegation, is 
the presupposition that the 
dictatorship of the proletariat 
has to be exercised over the 
'imperialist' working class 
Itself! It is a presupposition 
shared by all the 34 varieties 
(OP's figure) of marxist-lenin- 
ist or democratic centralist' 
group For if the working class 
itself is an 'imperialist' class, 
then it too. must be crushed 
alongside the imperialist bour¬ 
geoisie by the substitute pro¬ 
letarians in the party van¬ 
guard. In this way the Ideo¬ 
logical proletarians become, 
as history conclusively 
demonstrates, the actual 
enemy of real proletarians 
The (act that the emancipation 
of the working class, reac¬ 
tionary sections end all, 
must be the work of the work¬ 
ers themselves, is totally sub¬ 
merged 

Finally. OP itself has recog¬ 
nised that Red Action are at 
the sharp end of virtually 
every violent confrontation 
with the state and fascism that 
ever occurs in this country. 
The contrast between the 
passive leninism of the outfit 
and its allies, and the active 
non-leninism of Red Action, 
was becoming too embarrass¬ 
ing. Yet the editorial board 
accuses Red Action of being 
utopian', while the Stalinist 
crew which will continue to 
ponce about in the pages of 
any future editions of Open 
Polemic, are • what? The very 
idea of calling Wachla and the 
rest, revolutionary ectlviats 
demonstrates the topsy-turvy 
world of these marxist-lenin- 

ISIS 
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CUCKOO IN THE NEST 


(Continued) 


Wachla & Stanley Rtsoond to Rtd Action 

In responding lo my article 'Bureaucracy in Context’. in which I 
tuted that We need to recognise that the dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat can take a variety of democratic or even totalitarian 
forms. G O Halloran of Red Action posed the question who is 
to determine when in the 'revolutionary interest' it has become 
necessary to substitute totalitarianism (or democracy ^ 

Wy dear' G Except for a stale of emergency or war. such a 
course it not formally decided A state of totalitarianism is 
decided upon by those who introduce it. in response to an actual 
or perceived threat to the existing society, with that actuality or 
perception being accepted by substantial sections of the ruling 
class In effect, the political rule of the economically dominant 
class is then exercised through, and controlled by. these self-pro¬ 
moted representatives of that class To recognise such a possihil 
ity under socialism, is notto advocate that, inevitably, at some 
unforeseen point’, a state of totalitarianism must be imposed by 
anyone Any socialist state can he forced by the constant activity 


of international counter revolution into a retreat on the democra¬ 
tic as well as the economic front but it is not. as OWalloran 
asserts - the retreat signals that the counter revolution has 
begun’. It is the offensive of counter revolution that forces the 
retreat, a retreat that, if it is nut arrested when objective condi¬ 
tions permit, might well end in disaster and the victory of 
counter resolution and imperialism 
The dictatorship of the class m any class society, including 
socialist, involves a state with powers of coercion It always rais¬ 
es the question as to how the class can exercise control over the 
state and. in the case of socialism, how the stale can be dissem¬ 
bled for socialism’s transcendence into communism SocialiM 
democracy represents the struggle for that final victory of social¬ 
ism 

The inner democracy of the revolutionary party and its democra¬ 
tic intcrcbtionship with the class countcrposes against the impo¬ 
sition of a totalitarian stale by leaders who imagine that they are 
preordained to determine the 'revolutionary interest* 


The essence of working class 
rule, it the interests of majori¬ 
ty over minority In order to first 
secure its emancipation, and 
ttien guarantee its dominion, it 
is compelled to introduce 


racy.the precise 

opposite. Therefore proletarian 


The Reply Tenj msts Could "Not "Answer an3 Dare got Print g*** 


T he essence of Bourgeois 
rule is minority ruts In 
pursuit of minority inter¬ 
ests. so it is entirely logical 
that when m jeopardy it sus¬ 
pends democratic conditions 
which at every moment help 
hostile classes lo victory and 
so gives birth to the dictatorial 
form inherent in its own con¬ 
tent 

Fundamental to the theory of 
fascism is the belief that the 
contradiction between the 
economic sphere and the 
political sphere should be 
rationalised 

On the 22nd January 1932 
Hitler made one of his most 
decisive political speeches to 
magnates at the Industrial 
Club in Ousseldorf His 
speech dealt at some length 
with a number ol familiar nazi 
themes the incompatibility of 
parliamentary democracy and 
an organised independent 
workers movement, and the 
unavoidable necessity ol the 
■plebtan' solution to the politi¬ 
cal and economic problems of 
the Bourgeois, however dis¬ 
tasteful this might be to the 
exponents of the more genteel 
forms of political struggle 
Tf must be admitted that m the 
economic sphere, from the 
start, in all branches men are 
not ot equal value or ot equal 
importance, and once this is 
admitted it is madness to say 
m the economic sphere there 
ere undoubtedly differences m 
value, but that is not true in 
the political sphere It is 
absurd to build up economic 
life on the conceptions c 
achievement ot the value oI 
personality, while in they 
political sphere you* 
deny this authonty and\ 
thrust m its place the law\ 
ol the greatest numberS 
DEMOCRACY' It is absurd x 
fo allow the pnnciple lo hold \ 
good in one sphere-the 
sphere of economic life and 
leadership-end to refuse to 
acknowledge its vitality in the 
sphere ot politics 
Communism is analogous to 
democracy in tha political 


opposites, though the antago¬ 
nists might possibly agree that 
workers control in the eco¬ 
nomic arena is the comple¬ 
mentary equivalent to democ¬ 
ratic control in tha political 


In John Stanley’s article 
‘Bureaucracy in Context' in 
issue one and in his reply to 
me m issue three, he seeks to 
justify the need on occasion to 
marry the two. by employing 
the means of Fascism to 
achieve the ends of 
Communism 

To paraphrase Stanley, he 
asks us to accept that the rule 
of the working class economi¬ 
cally. can take a totalitarian 
form politically 

The fundamental mistake 
underlying the Stanley for¬ 
mula la tha ballaf that 
Instead of the class content 
of the workers stats deter¬ 
mining the appropriate 
political form, the appropri¬ 
ate political form In tha 
shape of party dictatorship 
determines the class char- 


class! If the middle classes 
feel qualified to play school 
master to the working classes, 
this, is m itself, only evidence 
ol the party’s failure to elimi¬ 
nate upper class arrogance 
amongst its middle classes 
After all who is is to educate 
the educators 7 Still for the dis¬ 
ciples of Bolshevism be they 
Trots or Marxist/lenimsts the 
traditional rallying cry has 
always been "My party wrong 
or right", which is justified by 
their belief that the psrty 


repression is held in reserve 
and only employed when sub¬ 
stantial sections of the ruling 
class (it psrty) consider it 
absolutely necessary This 
special organ of terror.is then 
wielded in a robust and possi¬ 
bly last ditch defence ol the 
existing social order 
Stanley points out that the dic¬ 
tatorship of the class m any 
society (including Socialist) 
involves a state with powers 
ol coercion The Bourgeois 


arnment. Tha conclusion 
implicit or expkat is that such 
a dictatorship could be exer¬ 
cised or wielded only by the 
revolutionary party that had 
conquered power, and institut¬ 
ed the revolutionary govern¬ 
ment This delusion constantly 
resurfaces,m the loan of an 
obligatory and insufferable 
conceit. A consequence end a 
condition of the zealots devo¬ 
tion to some distinct and fas¬ 
tidious. sectarian crotchet 
Thereafter their assessment 
on whethsr the rule of the 
vanguard is over ‘A socialist 
state." "A degenerated work¬ 
ers state." or State 
capitalism .$ situation where 
the working class are deprived 
of ell political power, cannot 
be determined by the hege¬ 
mony of the proletariat which 
was Marx’s sola criterion 
Instead thair judgement is 
reduced to an infinite debate 
but to guard against * disaster and concern’ over the punty 
and the victory ol counter rev- ol motive of the individual per- 
olution’ the new ruling class 
will continue to be exploited 
economically and may in 
addition have to be expropriat¬ 
ed poWicalty' A 

His reasoning is as/ \ 


total axtinclion of bourgeois 
rule, is only achieved by the 
extension of democracy TO 
the majority Communism Is 
the polar opposite to fas- 
ciom.Proletarlan rule is in 
FORM and content the 
absolute antithesis of the 
dictatorship of of the hour- 


COMPLETE NEGATION 

In contradistinction the 
Stanley blueprint insists the 
class must obviously 


follows, if the revoy* 
lutionery elite/ 
deign 
play mid-/' 


state is the instrument of 
mskes the revolution, even oppression of the working^ 
class the Socialist stale o(V 
As, 


strates.is that the revolution 
makes the party 


SPECIAL MACHINERY 

As Lenin pointed out. 
"Whoever in the least weak¬ 
ens the iron discipline ol the 
party ol the proletariat (espe¬ 
cially during its dictatorship^ 
actually aids they 
Bourgeois against they* 
proletariat' So./ 


Stanley presents it./ 
the Socialist Stat^" 
is only they A 
Capitalist^ 

Slat ey* A 


For all orthodox Leninists the 
dictatorial form (ie the party) 
has immediate primacy over 
working class rule, indeed 
they maintain that the axis -/ 
tence of the former is the / 
condrtion for the latter * 

In 1924 Josef Stalm/ 
explained why: 

"The proletary' 
at needsy 
t h a/ 

/ 


inter 






ests 


of the 
y* party have 
/primacy ovar 
/ the interests of the 


yf o n 
✓ its 
,'head This 
is to accept 
^Lenin’s vindica¬ 
tion of fhe 
* Bolsheviks and to miss 
y tha point entirely 
/ In countenng an attack from 
tha raformist Kautsky who 
pomied out the contradictions 
apparent in minority socialist 
rule Lenin retorted 


and 
t deliver 
democra¬ 
cy. they are 
^entitled. indeed 
obliged to reverse 
* this process should 
/ they consider it corre- 
✓ sponds with The revolution¬ 
ary interest * 

Stalin again explains: "The 
revolution can vanquish tha 
Bourgeoia, can overthrow its 
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Rationalisation between the 
economic end the political is 
not of course exclusive to fas¬ 
cism but is also fundamental 
to Marxism. 

POLAR OPPOSITES 

For Fascism the hierarchy that 
exists in industry should corre¬ 
spond with a similar hierarchy 
in tha political sphere while for 
Marxism the democratic pnn¬ 
ciple that exists in the political 
arena should be carried over 
into the economic arena. 
Capitalism maintains that it is 
tha individual personalities 
who control the means of pro¬ 
duction that create the wealth 
while Communism insists that 
it Is the mass of the workers 
who produce the wealth that 
should control the means of 
production 

In theory and practics the 
ends and means are polar 


✓ of its objective perfor- 
y* mance. despite the fact that 
its theory does not serve its 
practice, and its practice does 
not serve the working class 
the authonty of the psrty will 
at all times be defended and 
forgiven as the manifestation 
V ship. It needs it 0 f the "lesser evil' It the work- 
stiU more to maintain ir >g class is only regarded by 
the revolutionary elite as a 
class to be ridden to power, 
then such a relationship is 
both appropriate and intellec¬ 
tually precise, but If it is 
accepted, that the revolution¬ 
ary trigger is contained only 
within this class.the revolu¬ 
tionary class.then the projec¬ 
tion is both reactionary and 
bizarre To paraphrase Herr 


V the dictatorship to con¬ 
solidate and expand it m order 
to achieve the complete victo¬ 
ry of Socialism lo maintain 
and expand means creating 
among the proletarian masses 
a cementing force and a bul¬ 
wark against the corrosive 
influences of the petty 
Bourgeois elements and petty 
Bourgeois habits, it means 
helping the masses of the pro¬ 
letarians lo educate them¬ 
selves as s force capable ol 
abolishing classes and ol 
preparing tha conditions lor 


11 we argue in a liberal way. 
we must say tha majority 
decides, the minority submits 
Nothing need be said about 
tha class character of the 
slate m general ...A majority i$ 
a majority and a minority is a 
mmonty Ttua is exactly how 
Kautsky argues" 

Following along the same line 
of argument he leapt rather 
than stepped over the abyss 
'The ancient state was essen¬ 
tially a dictatorship ol tha 
slave owners 7 did the dicta¬ 
torship abolish democracy 
among and lor the slave own¬ 
ers Everybody knows that it 
did not." 

This was Lenin’s model tor a 
class dictatorship which at the 
same time was a class 
democracy, a democracy for 
the ruling class only. But this 
model concerned a case 
where the ruling class was a 
minority of the people Ruling 
m the interests of the minority 
By adopting this as the gov¬ 
ernment model for the dicto- 


Tf is absurd to build up eco¬ 
nomic achievement.ol the 
value ot CLASS. while in the 
political sphere you deny this 
the organisation of Socialist authority and thrust in its torship of the proletariat, lenm 
production But it is impossible place the lew of the fewest lorgot' that this was precisely 
numbers — the respect m which a workers 
DICTATORSHIP it is absurd state was to be. indeed hed to 
to allow the pnnciple to hold be different from all previous 
good In one sphere -the ruling clsssss. Of the 
sphere ol economic life and Bolshevik dictatorship Ross 
laadership-and to refuse to Luxsmbourg said "At bottom 


to accomplish all this without s 
party which it strong by rea¬ 
son ol its solidarity and disci- 


Not only must tha party re¬ 
educate the petty bourgeois, 
to enable them to overcome 
their bourgeois habits and tra¬ 
ditions. but also to axorcisa 
patty-bourgaois prajudicas 
from amongst tha proletari- 
ans. A remarkable responsibil¬ 
ity for any party, particularly 
one. two years after a revolu¬ 
tion was made up almost 
entirsly of slamants recruited 
from outside the working 


acknowledge its vitality in the 
sphere ol politics ..." 

According to the conventional 
Stalinist/Lanmist/Trotskyist 
rationale the retreat on all 
fronts economic and democra¬ 
tic toward the sanctuary of 
Totalitarianism is deamed to 
be tha customary prarogative 
of any vigilant ruling class 
The "special machinery* of 


then it is s clique atfair-A dic¬ 
tatorship lo be sure, but not a 
dictatorship ol the proletariat, 
but only the dictatorship of a 
handful of politicians, that is a 
dictatorship in tha Bourgeois 


Bourgeois dictatorship, is an 
extanston of minority rule.As a 
consequence the extinction of 
democracy for the majority, 


of the proletariat But the revo¬ 
lution will be unable to crush 
the resistance of the 
Bourgeois lo maintain its vic¬ 
tory and to push forward to 
the tmal victory ot Socialism 
unless at a certain stage m its 
development it creates a spe¬ 
cial organ in the form of the 
dictatorship ot the proletanat 
as its principle mainstay ’ 
Within this formula the work¬ 
ing class can play the deci¬ 
sive role m making the revolu¬ 
tion but the party must play 
the decisive role in sustaining 
the revolution 

Clearly for the good of society 
the Bourgeois must be over¬ 
thrown by the working class 
and equally for the good of the 
revolution the working class 
must be overthrown by the 
party On this point Stanley 
prevaricates 

To recognise such s possibili¬ 
ty .is not to advocate that it is 
inevitable, but it may ot course 
be forced into such a retreat 
on the democratic as well as 
economic fronts by the con¬ 
stant activity ot counter revo¬ 
lution’ 

Laid bare the prescnption for 
the revolutionary dictatorship 
of the proletariat for the transi¬ 
tion from capitalism to social¬ 
ism is idiotic, the self rule of 
the direct producers must 
be superseded by a 
covenant that ensures Its 
polities! aacendancy in 
name at the coat of perpetu¬ 
ating Its social slavory-a 
complete negation. 

SQUEAMISH DILETTANTES 

For tha orthodox left the 
importance of Marx's phrase 
the dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat.’ is not rotated to the 
social content of the state or 
the class character of podticsl 
power, but to specific govern¬ 
mental forms, dictatorial ones 
which would have to be imple¬ 
mented by a particular gov- 


poai- 

tions of power within the politi¬ 
cal elite 

It ie tho greatest irony that 
tha conventional under¬ 
standing of tho phrase dic¬ 
tatorship of tho proletariat 
which hat boon imployod 
V since 1917 as tho watch- 
\ word for lusty revolu¬ 
tionary endeavour. 
/ tho litmus toot, to root 
* out tho dilettantes and 
the squeamish, due to 
being loaded with a special 
autocratic moaning, la when 
unravelled a concept entire¬ 
ly Bourgeois In ortqin. 

In the seme way that class 
content governs the form of 
authority appropriate to its 
political rule, the form itself, 
whether expansive or repres¬ 
sive provides the clearest 
guide to the class character ol 
the state and the dominant 
class within it Marx pointed 
out that 

‘The class making a revolu¬ 
tion appears from tha vary 
start. ..not as a class but as 
tha reprasantativa of tha 
whole of society ;lt appears as 
the whole mass ot society 
confronting the one ruling 
class . . Every new class there¬ 
fore, achieves its hegemony 
only on a broader basis than 
that ot the class ruling prevt- 


Because the ascendancy of 
the Bourgeois could not sur¬ 
vive the introduction of direct 
representative democracy, 
this is precisely the condition 
by which proletarian authonty 
is made secure.The singular 
objectivs of revolutionary 
marxism then is the establish¬ 
ment of unlimited democra¬ 
cy That is the self-rule of the 
producers. WITHOUT qualifi¬ 
cation. Without qualification 
means that there is no privi¬ 
leged position demarcated, 
within the proletarian dictator¬ 
ship, for either the revolution¬ 
ary party .or indeed the revolu¬ 
tionary dess So. In contrast 
to tha necessary revision of 
Marx by tha apologists for 
Bolshevism. Red Action 
stands by the literal meaning 
of the dictatorship of the prole¬ 
tariat ie: 

tha authority of the working 
class can only be exercised 
through the self-government 
of the producers 
To use the scenario of 
counter-revolution end the exi¬ 
gencies of civil war. as 
Stanley does to justify the 
ditching of the foremost pnnci- 
pie, is an atlampt to conceal 
tha nature of the imposition. 
Party dictatorship is not the 
upshot of s decision to tho 
retreat taken by the class (in 
the face of a countar ravolu- 
tionary offensive) but is 
instead, tha rasult of a deci¬ 
sion to retreat from tha work¬ 
ing dass taken by tha party! 




Book Reviews ... 


DIVIDED WE 
STAND 

Eurofascism by Chris Bambery 
International Socialism (SWP) 


AT WAR WITH 
RED ACTION 

At War with Society by Tim Hepple 
A Searchlight Publication 

ised. The antithesis to 
squadism. and of course 
effective anti-fascism 
Hepple also mentions in pass¬ 
ing the result of another attack 
on a Troops Out meeting, that 
all ended rather differently 
The BNP/UDA/NF, had all 
joined forces to smash a TOM 
meeting in London to be 
addresed by Bernadette 
McAliskey Ever security con¬ 
scious, TOM had assembled a 
grand total of - six stewards' 
The BNP/ Loyalists numbered 
about a hundred AFA stew¬ 
ards, who had not been invit¬ 
ed by the organisers, but had 
been tipped off madvertentfy 
by a now prominent C18 
activist, intercepted a BNP 
contingent enroute to the hall 



International Socialism, the 
quarterly journal of the SWP 
devotes its lead article (76 
pages) to a (tesection of what it 
calls EURO-Fascom As might 
be expected it is charactensed 
by so many contradebons from 
chapter to chapter, and from 
tfteory to practice, that it is hard 
to know where, m reviewing it. 
to begin. For instance. Bambery 
states in the introduction that 
some 'anti racists tie them- 
selves into the kinds of activities 
which their backers among the 
liberal sections of the bourgeois 
are willing to tolerate Activities 
bke sending post cards to John 
Major, that sponsors like the 
Commission for Racial Equality 
might tolerate perhaps? 'The 
Popular Front parties argued for 
state bans to stop the fascists' 
(an ANL tactic) but Bambery 
notes approvingly that Trotaky 
argued for ‘working class mili¬ 
tias'.The activities of the 
'squadist' Toujours Prets Pour 
Serw (TPPS) set up inside the 
Socialist Party in 1935. he 
describes as ‘...excellent. * 
(Bambery quotes Trotsky 
smugly, The TPPS doappeared 
without trace ... because its 
leadersfap was a technical not a 

political leadership.' The only 

purpose in making this an 
issue, is to suggest the two are 
incompatible. Logic and our 
own experience suggest the 
reverse.) Yet, throughout the 
book no opportunity is lost to 
condemn 'squadism' for substi¬ 
tuting the action ol a dedicated 
minority tor that of the masss- 
es’ The article eulogises the 
united front, but as yet the SWP 
has failed to even publicly 
acknowledge the existence of 
AFA. Bambery notes on page 
51. the charachtenstic capacity' 
of fascist organisations to grow 
overnight. For instance from 
Febuary 1934 to the middle of 
1936 the membership of the 
French paramilitary organisa¬ 
tion. Croix da Feu. jumped from 
50.000 to 450.000.m just eigh¬ 
teen months Nevertheless, on 
page 58 he concludes inexplic¬ 
ably. that though Le Pens 
National Front has precisely the 
same figure as the Criox De 
Feu in 1934. "and Le Pens 
overall vote is already greater 
than Hitler s in 1928' • ‘ the 
prospects for [Frenchj anti• fas- 
cots, are good!' 

As an insight in how to fight fas¬ 
cism. it is frankly useless. It's 
primary function, it seems, is to 
help the SWP cadre refine and 
clarify their thnkmg on the sub¬ 
ject. Nothing wrong with that of 
course, if the intention is to 
enlighten, but in this case the 
purpose is to deceive So that, 
ralher than being an analysis as 
one might expect, it is in fact a 
work of propaganda And for 
sheer dishonesty it takes some 
beating. The reason is also 
obvious, the anticipated failure 
of the ANL strategy and the 
return as a consequence ofthe 
spectre of 'squadism'. not only 
as practised by AFA. but its 
return to popularity WITHIN the 
SWP. The article is designed to 
show that there is no alternative 
to the SWP strategy, and that to 
even countenance any devia¬ 
tion plays into the hands of the 
fascists, and so is both criminal 
and, by design or default, 
counter revolutionary. For 


Trotskyism of course. Stalin, 
and Stalinism is still the great 
Satan. So Stalinism is intro¬ 
duced to add moral clout to the 
argument, i.e. that all organised 
self defence leads to squadsm. 
and that squadism is. or leads 
to. stalimsm Pivotal to 
Bambery’s argument is that 
Stalinism and squadtem are not 
antipodes but twins! Under a 
chapter entitled The Tactics of 
Stalinism', he pursues this 
point “ft is often argued that 
physical confrontation is the key 
to successful fighting the fas¬ 
cists.. Iin Germanyj the prob¬ 
lem was not lack of street fight¬ 
ing It was the KPD 's dead end 
political strategy " Fair enough 
Bambery also concedes that 
the Comintern dictated KPD 
pokey, and Stakn dictated to the 
Comitem. "Stalin's concern was 
not with stopping the Nans but 
with the economic development 
of Russia " In other words any 
communist anti-fascist strate¬ 
gy. was automatically subordi¬ 
nate to Russian foreign policy 
towards Germany Revolution 
in Germany would have 
destroyed the economic and 
poitical infrastructure of 
Russia's pnnapal trading part¬ 
ner The survival of Russian 
communism was therefore 
depedant on the survival of 
German capitalism So from 
Stalin's viewpoint fascism was 
preferable to communism if it 
guaranteed the survival of 
Russia's trading partner A per¬ 
formance. to be repeated in 
Spain later in the decade 
Bambery doesn't make this 
point, instead he stresses that 
lack of working class unity led 
to fascism and that squadism 
was the principle obstacle to 
this unity He neglects to men¬ 
tion that even the reformist 
SPD. had its own paramilitary 
organisation the Reichsbanner 
In a breakdown of the 509 inci¬ 
dents of recorded political vio¬ 
lence in Bavaria in 1931.the 
Reichsbanner/SPD are accred¬ 
ited with initiating 165. half as 
many again as the communists 
on 117 The Nazis topped the 
poll with 213 Admittedly. 
Bavana was an exception, but rf 
communist aggression was to 
be surrendered as part of a pact 
with the SOP, as he infers, what 
purpose unity? United we fall? 
Also in making this argument 
Bambery. a self confessed 
Trot , makes no attempt to dis¬ 
guise that his sympathies are 
unapoiogeticalty with the stalin¬ 
ist leadership Rather than with 
the de facto anti-stalinist rank 
and file He feels no need, for 
according to the SWP's analy¬ 
sis. the mutiny of the street 
fighters was not a rejection of 
stalimsm. but its embodiment. 
The working class streetftghters 
were, you see. more stalinist 
than the stalinists The leader¬ 
ship were more sinned against 
than sinned So in backing the 
lesser evil the SWP do so with 
an easy conscience. 

After the KPD daily raised the 
slogan hit the fascists where 
ever you meet them' in 1930. 
the Red Front fighters carried 
the fight into the streets But this 
raised political problems' 
according to Bambery. (Up till 
then presumably everything 
had been hunky dory?) As early 
as May 1930. the leadership in 


Berlin had to censure the RFB 
for left sectarian tenden¬ 
cies'. 'The leadership com¬ 
plained of a mihtanst mentality 
there were complaints that 
rrro ngniers pmyec who west 
with their guns. ..there were 
reports of bullying within the 
RFB etc "Bambery nolee with 
evident relish that there were 
"constant problems with these 
squadists who glorified a ‘lad- 
dish'lifestyle" (No prizes for 
guessing who he has in mind 
here) When in 1931. the leader¬ 
ship tried to modify its line, 
"some squadists even went 
over to the SA...' In one 
instance RFB fighters invited 
SA men into their tavern to join 
them for beers at Christmas ...’ 
Bambery clearly regards it as 
most unfortunate that these 
attempts To modify the line' 
were half hearted Even the 
Stalinist leadership were even¬ 
tually “forced to admit failure 
the fight against fascism was 
now reduced not iust simply to 
the mmonty ol workers grouped 
around the Communist Parly 
but to the young hardmen'..." 
"Squadism", Bambery con¬ 
cludes "reinforced the blind 
alley poktes of the KPD ft sub¬ 
stituted the action of a dedicat¬ 
ed mmonty for that of the mass¬ 
es’ So there you have the 
SWP's analysis in a nutshell 
The battte of the streets was not 
a direct response to the way 
conditions of mass unemploy¬ 
ment affected the possMties of 
working class action.' It was not 
a respomse to the type of poli¬ 
tics that caused KPD daily Die 
Rote Fahne to headline, "as a 
stnke movement", a half hour 
break by 180 workers It was 
not because political strikes 
were no easier to organise than 
economic ones It was not a 
rejection of the dead end' poli¬ 
tics that led a KPO conference 
in 1932. to suggest dropping 
the term Anti-Fascist Action and 
replacing it with United Action 
‘so as not to alienate Nazi 
workers* It was not a working 
class response to fascist 
aggression It was not a work¬ 
ing class revolt in the lace of the 
leadership capitulation It was 
not a de facto rejection of 
Stalinism It certainly was not 
because that up until 1929. the 
blind alley politics of the 
Stalinist leadership, dismissed 
the Nazis as a few isolated 
fanatics' It was not because at 
an early stage the left did not 
confront it physically, and later 
proved unable to confront it 
politically It was not that the 
Nazis were allowed to set the 
political agenda No. It was 
none of the above It was exdu- 
sivtey down to a small mmonty 
who 'glorified a laddish lifestyle 
and who m the process, ruined 
it for everybody else. In 
essence this is the corruption at 
the heart of Bamberry's argu¬ 
ment. which have resonance 
needs to confuse the sympton, 
indeed the remedy, with the dis¬ 
ease Rather than squadism 
being accepted as a rational 
response to a condrtion of apa¬ 
thy and demoralisation; 
squadism is reproached for 
being the cause of it. This « not 
an example of revisionism for 
its own sake for judgmg by the 
current ANL strategy, of all the 
stalinist tactics judged to be fail¬ 
ures. it is clearly only in refer¬ 
ence to squadism'. that they 
really mean never again Like 
all true liberals they refuse to 
accept that the proper course of 
action, might not necessarily be 
either nice or legal. Indeed the 
opposite, is often the case 


Funnily enough, Searchlight 
mole Tim Hepple s account of 
his life as a fascist and later, 
having turned, as an mfitrator 
inside the BNP is a ringing 
endorsement of precisely 
those (squadist] politics the 
conservative Left reject 
Indeed his contempt for the 
former is palpable, surviving it 
appears his transition from 
fascist to anti-fascist Such 
was his alienation, that even 
after his conversion, and oper¬ 
ating as a mote, he discovered 
Tie had become quite immune 
to violence, particularly against 
left-wingers all the attacks I 
got involved in were against 
brain dead Marxists like the 
SWP who neeeded to have 
some sense lucked into them * 
In other words business as 
usual Given his personal 
experience as a fascist this is 
hardly surprising He 
describes one incident, when 
in an effort to re-ingrabate him¬ 
self with the BNP, he opted for 
a "suicide method of agitation: 
a publicly announced, single 
handed (and successful) 
attempt to disrupt a Sheffield 
University student union meet¬ 
ing. held to discuss a Troops 
Out motion 1 turned up to find 
200 screaming students and 
the 57 varieties of Trotskyism 
blocking the hall entrance to 
stop me getting in to my 
delight the reds had taken the 
bait" After causing complete 
chaos and enjoying himself 
thoroughly, the union presi¬ 
dent then "crawled out to tell 
me that my action had made 
the union meeting mquorate 
as all the potential voters were 
outside the hall shouting slo¬ 
gans ’After this senes, of. as 
he describes them "comic 
events’, he concluded that the 
left were pathetic weaklings' 
And so decided to give fas¬ 
cism and the BNP in particu¬ 
lar, ■one last go * It this 
response is not atypical, and 
its not COur patrols made ven¬ 
ous sorties, across the city by 
the principal streets to the 
sound of the fascist youth 
song but without ever meeting 
resistance.. I am convinced 
they Ithe soaaksts) will never 
make a revolution" Arpinati 
local black-shirt leader. 
Bologna. May Day 1920 Euro 
fascism: The Lessons from the 
past and current tasks Chns 
Bambery) then similar left ini- 
tatives serve as nothing less 
than recruiting sergeants for 
the BNP Ironicaly this is just 
tiie type of 'mass action', the 
SWP would have approved, 
and indeed might have organ- 


In the resulting fracas. 
Edmonds. Morse. Beackon 
and Lecomber (who took sec¬ 
ond pnze in a later engage¬ 
ment) were all hospitalised 
Hepple reports that "Edmonds 
and Morse looked rather 
strange Morse had a black 
eye and a broken arm vrhilst 
Edmonds had a bruised face 
Apparently they had cocked 
up an attack on a republican 
meeting and suffered the con¬ 
sequences' Hepple also men¬ 
tions that ‘photos of the 
m/ured parties appeared in a 
later issue of British 
Nationalist" (This in itself 
deserves a mention because 
TOM maintained afterwards 
that talk of a fascist attack was 
a lie. and even though it was 
a publicly admitted disaster by 
the BNP and the UDA. was 
the lead story in The St 
Pancras Chronicle which 
spoke of Tunning battles and a 
dozen arrests To this day, 
they (TOM] insist it was aN an 
AFA invention' There must be 
a moral m here some place 7 ). 
Hepple also mentions another 
couple of incidents which have 
not been publicly accredited 
The National Action Party, 
which Hepple describes "as 
small but nasty and noisy". 
was concieved by BNP activist 
Eddy Morrison in about 
1985 "the party collapsed 
after a group of members 
(inaugural] meeting in 
[Kensington] London were 
ambushed by anti fascists 
[RED ACTION] and seen 
ofT.[out brackets] 

Another attack by ‘unknown 
assailants" led to the early 
retirement of BNP ‘golden 
boy’ Steve Tyler who accord¬ 
ing to Hepple oozed 
respectability was relatively 
polite well dressed and intelli¬ 
gent' Tyler met his personal 
Waterloo' and was. according 
to Hepple. "badly beaten while 
gormlessly standing around 
Surrey Quays tube station’ 
Jim White, Tyler's election 
agent who was also left 
unconscious after the clash 
with AFA militants, is held 
responsible by Hepple for dis¬ 
missing his (Hepple's] warn¬ 
ings'- as 'paranoia' Hepple 
admits to hating White who he 
describes variously as "a vis- 
cious bastard, a nauseating 
specimen , and total scum" 
Appropriately I suppose. 
White's subsaquent view of 
Red Action mirrors Hepple's 
view of White In one particular 
tirade against True* bastards. 


papist scum and the white 
division in Ulster " Hepple 
notes that 'White's worst 
wortB were ten tor neo Acson, 
who always come up m BNP 
conversation The worst ot the 
lot. total scum. When you 
bump mto them, you know Its 
a fight tor survival; some of 
them are even s kinhead sT 
Nor is this obsession exclusive 
to White Hepple himself 
admits that faced with the 
prospect of confronting the 
aforementioned left him feel¬ 
ing, ‘distinctly uneasy" The 
occassion was the trial, at 
Southwark Crown Court of 
Edmonds, Lecomber. 
Blezzard. and four AFA 
activists, following clashes in 
Brick Lane in 1991 All six. 


were charged with violent da- 
order and affray. About a 
dozen heavies were consid¬ 
ered sufficient to escort 
Edmonds to court Hepple 
comments that 1 didn't realty 


ACTION we re true. I felt we 

were aM undermanned M 

were Qn jfau&rge q! falling 
asleep outside the courtroom 
when Ihe first group of left 
WmSUAMngd^gg Thgse 
were not p hysically impres - 
swe. consisting of venous poo- 


rabbled! wimpy reds. Ihe 
next, moment 

lumed to horror s 



found this rather amusing to 
say the least but! was also 
rather wonted, I remembered 


the* aide, I don't know if this 
was the. much feared RED 


was l This was the ortiLtoneJ 

saw the BNP thugs terrified 

TheyaHJeokedpale and war 
ried and were muMringcn 
about the need for reinf orce¬ 
me nts... ' No further comment 


necessary 

Quite apart from a unique 
insight into fascist thinking and 
psychology. At War with 
Society' also provides an inter¬ 
esting guide to contemporary 
fascist analysis. Hepple offers 
the view that in Ns opinion, if 
is m local elections where the 
BNP can do most damage..." 
After Beackon's election the 
perceived wisdom is that this 
was due entirely to 'special' 
conditions Not so according 
to Hepple Even in the mid 
80 s ‘Edmonds was able to 
truthfully claim that on one 
South London estate he could 
sell a copy ot British 
Nationalist to one in three 
households This is still true 
today throughout South and 
East London..." Long before 
Paddy Ashdown's series of 
enquiries, the Liberals m East 
London were universally 
known by the BNP as 
‘London's secret racist party 
Assuming the local electorate 
share this knowledge, and in 
the event of the Uberais clean¬ 
ing up their act the beneficia¬ 
ries would be the far-right 
rather than the left. For as 
Hepple recalls. Edmonds and 
Morse never bred of repeating 
the same idea. 'They hate 
Labour. Tim, believe me they 
hale Labour...' And the ANL's 
appeal to the white working 
class? • THE TORIES ARE 
THE REAL ENEMY! As Sean 
Connery, might say. 'Shunting 
rrong der shuriey’! 


11 




REVIEWS 

Binct •» mid oighfitG fh# SWPs rtputafion tor dkGd 
confrontation on the streets has no* bttn m«lch«dby 
reality A number of groups have taken on fie SWPs 
mantle and Rad Action it on# of *w moat prominant H 
mi set up tn 1961 by > smal caucus expalted from tha 
SWP lor organising gangs to attack National Front mam- 
btrt.TTw* methods were so vk>4^ that even toe SWP 
dkj not want to know them 

Who's Who In The New PoUtlca Of Violence. Evening 


Rod Action believes tn lighting fascist organisations and 
supporting Irish Republicanism • to which and members 
hava bean recruited to hatp in tow levs* terrronst actM- 
ttas . Its members are aknoat ifKiatinguisibta from tha 
tar Right, favouring craw cuts, bomber jackets and 
heavy boots: Tha massage a uneubtle violence can 
chanoe society 
Who a Who In Tha Haw Politics Of 


Formed in 1065 as a legitimate protest group by 
Unmash Deeai of tha Newham Monrtonng Project (NMP) 
to oppose tar Right groups, but has bean hi-jacked by 
activists from Rad Action. Tha new style AFA has 
appalled NMP which has condemned Its ■tntenaafy para- 


PRIME SUSPECTS ^£**~*^ 

i niiTaa Wf> —Htii flWWT Oils 0 ClWf WinOft. 

COHlMUID PmW nMfi rrvyw „ _ A mm - -_- A tput' Ca 

UK. were each wortdng to im 

etnwd (II t»t» »«• off. At 

E££*E£1£5!Z —• 


_as toe same action- toe FN but It was sW a Won- 

al pointed out, support tor tha dartul’ achievement And it 
BNP does represent very represented the unity toe Left 
real but mostly unarticulated here clamour after. AFA It 
concern About racial tssuee'As appears is the only obstacle 

_ long as the militants are ram- Everyone else appears to 

'ZZZZwtTZJdZZdk ’#* inquiry. CertaWyfte am radat pant these iaaue cannot be agree on the ^nrtomento fa. H 

S&SA'JIR —- *• 

Ttmee offers a soiulon. 
ladtmordhAepofioaaimfied 
57 suspected BNP members 
belmed to be ptennmg the <ts- 
ruption of a demonstration 
Equafiy firm pre-empdve action 
is ctaarty needed to stop the 
militant troublemakers Njeck- 
ing future protests, even fi this 
means restricting nfits of free 
assembly In a handful of 


nokf aknoat paramilitary 
Who a Who fn The New Politics Of 

Standard - 20th October IMS 

Anti-Fascist Action also known as Red Action also 
known as The James Connoky Society, organised an 
attack on an Orange Parade on 19th June, when ten of 
these nutters were injured prior to being arrested 
SMASH IRA MURDER GANG SMASH AFA. SMASH 
THE JAMES CONNOLLY SOCIETY SMASH THE 
UNEMPLOYED WORKERS CENTRE VICTORY TO 
THE ULSTER LOYALISTS 

Rad Hand (Loyalist Prisoners Welfare Association) 
laeue 22 Airdrie 

I bought a range of papers for Edmonds end Morse to 
reed back at HO. Red Action wound them up the most, 
with Class War and Socialist Worker vying tor second 

Searchlight mole Tim Hepple: At War With Society 

White s worst words wars left for Red Action, who 
always came up in BNP conversetion.The worst of the 
lot. total scum. When you bump into them, you know its 
a fight for survival; soma of them are even skinheads'" 
Searchlight mole Tim Hepple: At War With Society 

Marvellous, we thought just a rabble of wimpy reds The 
next moment the smiles turned to looks ol horror at 
quite a different group of around twenty large characters 
turned up. I donl know whether or not this was the much 
feared Red Action but I suppose that it was. This was 
the only time I saw the BNP thugs terrified They ell 
looked pete end worried end were muttering on about 
the need for reinforcements 
Searchlight mole Tfm Hepple: At War With Society 

Soccer supporters ere basig conned into becking the IRA 
by buying a sick "tan* magazine The £1 magazine, pro¬ 
duced by a London-based persrmktsry group caked Red 
Action, pnnts ferronet propaganda alongside footbaH chat 
stones Rad Action- biamad for two bombings on London's 
Underground • boast they have gnren £400 of its profits to 
■tmh Republican POWs" - convicted terrorists In jail 
News of the World - January 301M4 
(Issue No. i of Tiocfsidh srLs famine now 
available form Glasgow P.O. Box) 


tor the myftical aienoe was R 
later transpired, a member of 
Class War In a follow up 
World In Action axpo»4’. 
which was no more than a tele¬ 
visual rerun of the piece in tie 
Evening Standard, a Class 
War spokesman put up his 
hands to tha vtoienoe, and jus¬ 
tified attacks on tie poke. 

■For most people the pottos are 
the organised fascists 'etc 
As on the previous occasion 
attar Trafalgar Square, wth the 
media deepen* tor a scape¬ 
goat. this outfit, again, seemed 
more then wiling to play the 
•Hotted Lee Harvey’ role; of 
patsy Confidently pencilled In 
as scapegoats In 1990. before 
the event three years tolar (in 
accord with the MO) they 
apparently pencil themseives 
in. this time as Judas goats 
attar 1 

No Bed Action houses ware 
raided. The Standard scoop on 
the swoop, proved over confi¬ 
dent. The gotcha type' cele¬ 
bration was prematura. At tha 
time whan Rod Action were 
according to M15. attacking tha 
pokes. Red Action were m tod 
involved m a confrontation with 
Cl8 soma distance away in 
Abbey Wood We had an aitoi. 
In addition, the massive fifty 
hours of vidso footage proved 
the innocence of the mdividu- 
ais targeted, if only by default 
If you’re not on R, you weren't 

mw 

The motivation for this skuldug¬ 
gery seems deer 
The liberal establishment is 
split between the ANL and 
ARA While all are agreed that 
what is needed « a united aN 
encompassing anti-racist 
movement, on toe Ikies of the 
French SOS Racisms, opinion 
is dMded as to who represents 
the most suitable vehicle. A 
vehicle that it to channel all 





A THREE 
CORNERED 
FIGHT 

T ha function of militant anti-fascism is as previously stated 
to separate those who want to fight from those that do 
nor. 

A confrontational attitude to fascism Is aligned, to or derivative 
of. an equally confrontational attitude to the capitalist state In 
contrast the likes of Searchlight. ARA or ANL. regard the state 
as a potential sly Tha ANL's reason for being Is to make this 
potential a reality Tha strategy behind the Weing march was 
to bring pressure to bear on the appropriate authorities, to do - 
something. Talk of ‘ripping the bulkfing apart brick by brick'was 
Intended to be taken metaphorically rather than literally. Pad 
Hoiborrow, when challenged, dsmissed the phrase as ’nodeng 
more fim rhetorical flourish * Some anarchists Hka Class War 
no strangsrs to rhetoric themselves, adopt the polar position 
Unlike SearchkghVARA/ANL. the State' is the problem rather 
than the solution. For them the fascists, and the stale are one 
and the same The pokce are sknpfy better organised As they 
explain it. the fascist party and the police not only serve a skm- 
tor function, but are in fact the same opponent! Tor mosf peo- 
pie their experience of faaosm is not tha BNP it is tha police..." 
(World in Action. 5.11.93) In strategical terms, they refuse to 
acknowledge the operational independence of tha poke*, or the 
political independence of ihe BNP. For them It Is al terror and 
violence. For them fascism and parliamentary democracy are 
the Mm# thing; ' ..we cannot distinguish between them..: 
(Class War tosue 61). 

A s defined by much of the left; anti-racism ■ anti-fascism. 
A And anti-fascism . ARA. or Ihs ANL ♦ Stale V BNP. Tht 
flattemative version might see it as. State ♦ BNP V Class 


property back towards resolu¬ 
tion by parliament The 16th of 
October was chosen as a kind 
ol showdown Rival marches 
were planned for the same 
day The biggest and best sup¬ 
ported march would be 
adiudged the winner The win¬ 
ner thereafter accepted as the 
sole legitimate representative 
of the anb racist anti-fascist tra- 
drtxxv if judged by that criteria 


broad church, but not one so 
broad as to be open to marxpu- 
labon by e x tremists ARA while 
proving itself sufficiently con¬ 
servative in one regard, also 
showed it didn't have the 
pulling power of its slightly 
more radcal rival. It was also 
dear that whoever was eventu¬ 
ally pubkdy endorsed couldn't 
prosper with critics to Its left, 
who might profit from disillu¬ 
sionment with its failure. 
Therein lay the dilemma. For 
this is of course as true for the 
ANL. as it is for ARA So 
instead of dismissing ARA or 
condemning the ANL out of 
hand, bets were hedged 
ARA though holding the high 
morel ground, by following the 
tradrtion. according to a Times 
editorial of. the Jarrow march 
rather than the Gordon does’, 
lacked street credibility So 
numbers marching behind its 
banner were dutifuRy. boosted 
In press reporters from a gan- 
•rous 3500 in the Times on 
Monday, to 5000 by the same 
evening By Wednesday the 
figure was 10.000 (‘ES’). 
(Original estimates put the fig¬ 
ure at between 1000 and 
1500) 

Elaborate, maybe? But the mil¬ 
itants need to be taken out of 
the picture for two reasons. 
The leadershto of the anti-fas- 
cist movement is still up for 
grabs As tong as the militant 
tradition exists it would be fool¬ 
hardy to be seen to offer spon¬ 
sorship But if the kberal estab¬ 
lishment don't provide leader¬ 
ship. then someone else will 
Possibiy the same dubious ele¬ 
ments that •seek to subvert 
capitalism and the established 
order’, the Times warned 


be brought mainstream. They 
cannot be, property, •articulat¬ 
ed’.Tha *option cannot be 
exercised* In France in the 
early 80's SOS Racism# won 
the backing of the Socialist 
Party. From then on it had pop¬ 
ular support. It was media 
friendly For one demonstration 
alone it put 1,000,000 on the 
streets Of course H dkJnt stop 


And of course today In Franoe 
the ‘concern on ractei Issues to 
indeed being articulated, 
krvnigratton Zero Is tie watch¬ 
word lor the 9(rs. The minister 
who coined Ihe phrase to. cokv 
tidantaiy. the same Raymond 
Barra who Instigated the ctem- 
pdown on the extremists' in 
the 80 s. Fascism by stealth 
The Times edttortal condudad 


•pproton^y. It 
by Paul Condon 


byPmd 

commissioner suggest ft* he 

has an admirable grasp of the 


Fortunately, so do we. 


RED ACTION 

The oolapee ol Soviet oommuntem has signaled the end of an era. 
Capitalism's gokton apt defined by t» economic and poWcsi certain- 
•as of toa Cold W». has turned to chart. Aa a dadpbne on the srtke 
working dais, mass unemployment« restored as a permanent condi¬ 
tion As capitalism expanded. many reforms such as nsbonalisabon. 
implemented to serve tie needs of capkai. also served the needs of 
soosty As capitabem contracts, dendustnabaabon and tie retom to tie 
prmopa) of prtvaHeabon m health, pubic transport, housing and educt¬ 
ion suataxe the profit* of the wealthy dxectly at society's expense 

In the rtxxt term, open oonffcct wttxn and between ctosees * certain 
Ultimately, the chows laced will be government without consent or 


War Neither is legrtxnato Working class rmktants. involved in 
day to day confrontations, have no bma for such eccentricities 
For them the state « a power factor, tacbcalty. of no greater or 
lesser importance than the fascists themselves For militants, in 
strategical terms, it is and wi remain tor tha foreseeable future 
a three cornered fight While mod working people understand 
that the state « nothing more than the organisation which the 
rukng classes have established to proted their social privileges, 
anarchists maintain that m tact it« Tie state which has created 
capital, and the capitalist has his capital only by the grace of the 
state’ So lor thorn, unlike Marxists, the state rather than capital¬ 
ism e toe mam evil ft a for Class War not oniy the primary tar¬ 
get, but the only worthwhbe adversary (See Letters page) This 


useless as aikes and posstofy dangerous as companions. 

The philosophy/formula which governs toe behaviour d every 
modem bourgeois state, e the aMrty to respond to economic 
cycles of boom and slump, by adopting toa pokbcaJ form and 
posture compatible with the economic reality This ts capital¬ 
ism's tradbonal safeguard Reactionary arguments which mani¬ 
fest themseives In toe propaganda and activities of fascist par¬ 
ties. serve as either toe impetus, or the pretext, that steers the 
capitalist state toward a surtabfy reactionary haven Mutant anb- 
tascrsm becomes subversive, it and when, it threatens to dany 
to the rukng class the opportunity to exercise this option 

A narchists, like Class War in particular, understand nothing 
of this There is no real analysis, more a case of monkey 
see. monkey do. Juat as they invert the relationship 
between toe state and capitalism, so also they invert the reia- 
bonslvp between the state and the fascist party So instead of 
the FN In Franca setting the agenda for a right wing state. IN 
state is judged responsible lor creating toe pressure on Hseft 
Once they seek to intervene directly si events, it is this poteical 
literacy which leaves them vulnerable to manpulation by toe 
same forces toey would dakn to subvert 


lenmwm, vtoWh decrees tie rtaretes of toe wortdng dess are Mwnt- 
nete to ttw wi of one revofubonary party, to toe (tedteve influence on 
tie tv toil An apotogM tor toe msM*wn state. « atNerttoes toe le 
that dictatorship (w minority rule) can be progressive. This betrayal 
mocks toa theory and praciot of Max and Engsis and any radon of 
mdapandant working class waaHve. The surrondar of toa poWcal huto 
ground to toa opponants of total social changa has paralysed toe woik 
mg daaa vsemabonaly 

. Sectarian division on the left conbnuet to be a comfort to a system 
which sooaksm promisad to rapiaca Factions, whost immacteato pro- 

grammas lor party dctatoishlp ree^l »i toe pursuH of goala ewkatee to 

themseives. contribute nothing to the reel movement of toe working 
ctess. exetpt to help deity its pokbcal renaissance In aN essentials 
, reactionary, toey are tha socwMs of toa previous ganeraion 
| Anarchism, which claims to be a Nbertanan alternative to Lenkkem. 
could never work. Anarchism means toe prtndptod oppoeH ton to the 
exercise of any sutoonty Aocoidingfy. aven toe most parted dsmocra- 
cy would be regarded by anarchism at adhorttanan as R msent ‘ 

, ntooabon ol • aoote daemon by a majority on a mtoody Tha an 
| to bureaucratic authority « democratic authority, not to# abortion d 
autoorfy 

We must start afresh 
In svery oourtry toa working ctess possesses ona striking advantegt 
.over toe capkaiitt* • numbers. However, numbers without unity and 
unity wrtoout orgtmsabon »free of pobbcai advantage The purpose of 
a revotobonary wortong ctess orgsnesson « to raise the working dMS 
to toe position of toa njbng class To transfer political power tron 
mmonty to tha majority 
Unconditional damocracy ts tha sole pobbcai lorm through which tha 
Mpuabons of toe majority can than be axeraaad and m ada sac ure. A 
revofubonary orgwxaabon must always and everywhere represent the 
interests of the movement as a whole ft must be working class In 
nsbnd, contoosdon and orientation It must be built In a democratic 
manner from toe bottom up. rather than by decree from the top down 
Deed democratic control by workxig people over their own organiee- 
bons • toe necessary preparation lor toe future ate of working people 
over their own countries 
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